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A home automation system comprises a number of sub-
systems for controlling various aspects of a house, such as
a security sub-system, an HVAC sub-system, a lighting
control sub-system, and an entertainment sub-system. The
network comprises a host computer connected through a
host interface to a plurality of nodes. The network is in a free
form topology and employ asynchronous communication.
The host computer polls each node on the network to
determine system configuration and to perform a diagnostic
check on the system. The messages that are transmitted
between the nodes are comprised of a source address, a
destination address that uniquely identifies the location of
cach piece of hardware on the system, a message type field,
and a data length segment. Each hardware device has a
mirror image software object in the host computer to which
messages are directed. The user interfaces for the various
sub-systems share a common interfacing method whereby
use of the system is greatly simplified.
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1
HOME AUTOMATION SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Reference is made to commonly-owned application Ser.
No. 08/196,472 (Atty. Docket No. INT-002), therfor; the
disclosure of which is hereby incorporated, entitled “AC
Power Module for Automation System,” filed on Feb. 15
1994.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention generally relates to a home automation
system and, more particularly, to an interface between a host
computer and a network, to a watchdog timer, to a method
of polling nodes, to a software message scheme, to a
common method of controlling sub-systems in the home
automation system, and to a button keypad assembly.

Additionally, this invention relates to a temperature sen-
sor for accurately measuring ambient temperature. More
specifically, it relates to an apparatus for providing a tem-
perature-indicating signal to a home automation system
which maintains a desired temperature in a closed environ-
ment.

2. Description of the Prior Art

FIG. 1 illustrates a network configuration of a prior art
home automation system. The network comprises a host
computer 10 set up in a daisy-chain configuration with a
plurality of nodes 12, 14, and 16. The network has synchro-
nous communication between the host computer 10 and the
nodes whereby each message transmitted from the host
computer 10 passes through each node. With this system,
cach message passes through each node until the message
reaches the node addressed by the transmitted message. This
node receives and processes the message and then transmits
the message to the next node. Each node has a transceiver for
receiving the message from a previous node and for trans-
mitting the message to the next node. The host computer 10
receives the circulated message from the last node in the
loop and checks the message for errors.

The message is comprised of a command byte, a node
byte, and one data byte. The command byte indicates
whether the message is just a command or if it also has a data
byte along with the command. The node byte identifies the
node to which the message is directed and the data byte
contains the actual data. Therefore, for instance, to update
the display of an LCD display at some node on the network,
each character in the display had to be sent to the node with
a different message. As another example, in order to dim the
lights, messages were continuously transmitted to the node
until the accepted level was reached.

Each byte is individually transmitted onto the daisy-chain
network where it is circulated around the network to each
node. The host computer 10 waits until a byte has been
completely circulated around the loop and then checks the
byte for errors. The node byte can address up to 80 different
nodes and contains a node ID data segment and a connection
data segment.

As should be apparent from the above description, the
prior art home automation system uses a short data link
resulting in relatively slow communication between the host
computer 10 and the nodes. Also, a failure of a node in the

20

25

35

45

55

2
loop disables the entire network by producing a discontinu-
ity.

Additionally, in the prior art home automation system,
with reference to FIG. 2, the host computer 10 received
operating power from a central PC power supply 19, which
also supplied power to the various nodes 12, 14, 16, and 17
in the network. With this system, when the supply of power
to the host computer 10 is interrupted, the various nodes in
the network would also be disconnected from power. Thus,
a single power failure could disable the entire system,
including the security system. In addition to the problems in
reliability, the prior art power system could only accommo-
date a limited number of components. Thus, the prior art
home automation system was limited in its ability to expand
to accommodate more nodes.

Furthermore, previous prior art home automation systems
are typically a collection of sub-systems produced by dif-
ferent manufacturers which are designed to work as stand
alone systems in the home. These prior art home automation
systems combine the third party sub-systems, such as light-
ing control sub-systems, audio/video control sub-systems,
and security sub-systems, and provide limited communica-
tion to a central computer with automation software.

With such a prior art home automation system, a user
needs to learn how to operate each one of the sub-systems.
Additionally, if communication is necessary between the
user and the sub-system, the user must learn how to use the
interface to the central computer or must call a service
representative to make any desired changes to the system.
Thus, the user must learn a separate manner of operating and
communicating with each sub-system in the home automa-
tion system, which is typically between four and six sub-
systems.

For instance, a prior art home automation system may use
an existing home security system with its own unique
keypad and set of keystrokes and link it to a central
controller. A prior art home automation system may also
connect the central controller to an existing lighting system,
with its own unique keypad and set of keystrokes to control
the lighting. Other sub-systems, with their own unique
methods and devices for communicating with a user, may
also be connected to the central controller. For a user to
control the security system, to control the lights, and to
control the other sub-systems, the user must learn how to
interface with the security sub-system, the lighting control
sub-system, as well as the other sub-systems.

A problem exists with this system in that it becomes rather
difficult and complicated for a user to properly control each
system. Because each sub-system has its own unique device
and method of interfacing with the user, it becomes even
more difficult and burdensome for a user to operate the prior
art home automation system.

As a result, users of home automation systems typically
do not operate the home automation system to its full
capacity. Instead, a technician will set up the home with
several global scenarios over which the home owner will
have limited control. If the user desires a change in the
system or wishes to take advantage of the system’s capa-
bility, a technician is typically called to do the interfacing
with the system.

The prior art home automation systems may be used to
automatically control a variety of activities such as turning
lights and appliances on and off. Additionally, such systems
may be used to regulate the ambient climate in a closed
environment such as a home or office. Climate control may
include the maintenance of a desired ambient temperature or
humidity level.
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The most common method of maintaining a desired
ambient temperature in a closed environment is Lo provide a
temperature sensor together with a thermostat. However,
many conventional home automation systems utilize solid
state components in such arrangements which are continu-
ously active. This results in the generation of heat which
introduces error into the temperature sensing circuit. While
it may be attempted to shield the sensing component from
the remainder of the circuit, the heat generated from active
components is often not sufficiently eliminated.

Alternatively, the sensing component may be separated
from the remainder of the sensing circuit in order to reduce
the error introduced by the other components. It may also be
separated in order to place it in an optimum location in a
particular environment, for example away from direct sun-
light or from heating or cooling ducts. However, if the
sensing component is separated from the remainder of the
circuit by a relatively large distance, error is introduced in
the reading from transmission noise and the like. This
problem is particularly pronounced where a voltage signal is
used to indicate the ambient temperature.

Accordingly, there is a need to provide a temperature
sensing circuit capable of obtaining stable, accurate mea-
surement of the ambient temperature in various closed
environments. There is a particular need to provide a sensing
circuit which is capable of providing accurate temperature
measurements o a temperature control device separated by
a relatively long distance and which does generates a
relatively small amount of heat.

The prior art home automation system has several diag-
nostic features incorporated in both the hardware and soft-
ware in order to overcome problems associated with failure
of certain parts of the system. The basic approach of these
features is to detect and indicate a failure in an aspect of the
system. However, there remains a risk that the host computer
10 itself will fail, thereby eliminating the means by which
the operator is alerted to a problem with the system. Hence
there is a need to monitor the system and provide an
indication that the host computer 10 no longer is operating.

The prior art home automation systems also used button
interfaces that were prone to several problems. One problem
was that the interfaces were relatively complex requiring
strict tolerances between parts. It was therefore prone to
improperly fitting parts. Another problem was that covers
for the interfaces were not securely fastened to a backplate
so that the cover would fall off rather easily. Thus, it was a
problem in the prior art to provide an economical and
securely fastened interface.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
apparatus for interfacing a host computer to a link power
network.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a
host interface that buffers and optically isolates signals
supplied to a host computer from signals on a link power
network.

It is another object of the present invention to provide a
home automation system that can perform diagnostic mea-
sures to detect when a node has been disconnected from the
network.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a
home automation system that can automatically add new
nodes o the network.
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It is yet another object of the present invention to provide
a home automation system that has an addressing scheme
which uniquely identifies each hardware device and each
software object in the network.

Itis yet a further object of the present invention to provide
a home automation system where each hardware device has
a mirror image software object.

It is still another object of the present invention to provide
a single means of interfacing that is shared with more than
one sub-system in the home automation system.

It is still a further object of the present invention to
provide a temperature sensor that is accurate and stable and
which generates a relatively small amount of heat.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a
walch dog timer that accurately detected failures in the home
automation system.

It is another object of the present invention to provide a
interface that is economical yet has a cover that securely
fastens to a backplate.

Additional objects, advantages and novel features of the
invention will be set forth in the description which follows,
and will become apparent to those skilled in the art upon
reading this description or practicing the invention. The
objects and advantages of the invention may be realized and
attained by the appended claims.

To achieve the foregoing and other objects, in accordance
with the present invention, as embodied and broadly
described herein, a first aspect of the invention comprises an
apparatus for interfacing a host computer to a link power
network. The apparatus comprises a network interface cir-
cuit connected to the link power network for filtering out
informational signals from a DC component. The network
interface circuit supplies the informational signals to a
neuron processor circuil, which then processes the signals
and outputs a converted form of the informational signals.
The converted informational signals are passed through a
bus interface circuit before being supplied to the host
computer, The bus interface circuit provides buffering and
handshaking signals for the communication between the
neuron processor circuit and the host computer.

A second aspect of the invention comprises a home
automation system having a number of sub-systems, such as
a securily sub-system, a lighting control sub-system, and an
environmental control sub-system. The home automation
sysiem comprises a controller for providing centralized
control of the sub-systems and an interface for connecting
the controller to a network. A plurality of nodes located in
the various sub-systems are connected in a free form topol-
ogy on the network and are in asynchronous communication
with the controller. The controller transmits at periodic
intervals a message to each node on the network. Each node
then responds to this message by transmitting an acknowl-
edgement message to the controller. The controller detects
whether a node has been disconnected from the network
basced upon a comparison of the received acknowledgement
messages to a directory containing a list of all nodes that
should be on the network.

A third aspect of the invention comprises a home auto-
mation system having a number of sub-systems, such as a
security sub-system, a lighting control sub-system, and an
environmental control sub-system. The home automation
system comprises a controller for providing centralized
control of the sub-systems and an interface for connecting
the controller to a network. The controller and the nodes use
an addressing scheme that has an address for indicating the
source of the message, an address for indicating the desti-
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nation of the message, a segment indicating the type of
message, a segment indicating the length of the message, as
well as the data in the message. The destination address
uniquely identifies each object that forms part of the net-
work, whether that object is a hardware device physically on
the network or a software object representing a hardware
device. Preferably, all communication to and from each
hardware device is through its mirror image software object.

A fourth aspect of the invention comprises a home auto-
mation system having a number of sub-systems, such as a
security sub-system, a lighting control sub-system, and an
environmental control sub-system. The home automation
system comprises a controller for providing centralized
control of the sub-systems and an interface for connecting
the controller to a network. The home automation system
also has a first user interface for a first sub-system and a
second user interface for a second sub-system. A first user
input at the first user interface controls a first hardware
device in the same manner as a second hardware device is
controlled when the first user input is detected at the second
user interface. Also, a second user input at the first user
interface controls the first hardware device in the same
manner as the second hardware device is controlled when
the second user input is detected at the second user interface.
Thus, the user interfaces for the first and second user
interfaces employ a common means of controlling associ-
ated devices.

A fifth aspect of the invention comprises a watch dog
timer for use in a home automation system. According to this
embodiment of the invention, a watch dog timer circuit
initiates a phone call to an off-site location when an opera-
tion signal is not received in a predetermined time interval
from the host processor. In this way, an indication is pro-
vided to the off-site location that the host processor is not
operational.

A sixth aspect of the invention comprises a temperature
sensor for use in a home automation system. According to
this embodiment of the invention, the environmental control
sub-system includes a controller which periodically pulses a
temperature sensor circuit to an operational mode whereby
the temperature sensor circuil provides a signal indicating an
ambient temperature of an environment in which the sensor
is located.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in,
and form a part of, the specification, illustrate embodiments
of the present invention and, together with the description,
serve to explain the principles of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a network configuration in a
prior art home automation system;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a power supply system in a
prior art home automation system;

FIG. 3 is a network configuration of a home automation
system according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a host interface;

FIGS. 5A and 5B together comprise a schematic diagram
of an opto-isolation circuit in the host interface;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a neuron processor
circuit in the host interface;

FIGS. 7A to 7C together comprise a schematic diagram of
a bus interface circuit in the host interface;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a watch dog timer;
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FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating a run time diagram for
the host computer;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating an event processing
loop for the host computer;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a home security sub-system
in the home automation system;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a zone
in the home security sub-system;

FIG. 13 is an exemplary house layout depicting a second
embodiment of the zones in the home security sub-system;

FIGS. 14A, 14B, and 14C depict possible modes of
operation for the home security sub-system;

FIG. 15 is a schematic of a keypad interface for the home
security sub-system;

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of an environmental control
sub-system;

FIG. 17 is a schematic of a temperature sensing circuit;

FIG. 18 is a schematic of a keypad interface for the
environmental control sub-system;

FIG. 19 is a block diagram of a lighting control sub-
system;

FIG. 20 is a schematic of a keypad interface for the
lighting control sub-system;

FIGS. 21A, 21B, and 21C are respectively front, side, and
bottom views of a backplate for a sub-system interface; and

FIGS. 22A, 22B, and 22C are respectively front, side, and
bottom views of a cover for a sub-system interface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings.

As shown in FIG. 3, an embodiment of the invention uses
a free form topology. The network comprises a host com-
puter 20 connected through a host interface 24 to a plurality
of nodes, such as an AC Power Module node. The host
computer 20 is also connected to a watch dog timer 22 which
is then connected to an auto-dialer 23. Each node may then
be connected to other nodes, such as node 2 which is
connected in a star topology with nodes 3 and 4. As shown
with node 1, the nodes may have other hardware devices
connected to them, such as a temperature sensor.

The nodes are preferably interconnected with a twisted
pair conductors onto an Echelon network and have commu-
nication signals modulated onto a supply of DC power,
preferably a 42 VDC power supply. Unlike the prior art
home automation system, however, the nodes in the inven-
tion may receive operating power from an independent
source of power and need not necessarily receive operating
power over the twisted pair conductors. Therefore, a single
power failure would not disable the entire system since more
crucial components would receive power from independent
sources.

With reference to FIG. 4, the host interface 24 comprises
a bus interface circuit 40, a neuron processor circuit 42, and
an opto-isolation circuit 44. The neuron processor circuit 42
receives information from the host computer 20 through the
bus interface circuit 40, processes the received information,
and outputs the information to the opto-isolation circuit 44.
The opto-isolation circuit 44 optically isolates the signals
from the neuron processor circuit 42 from the signals on the
link power network and transmits the signals from the
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neuron processor circuit 42 out over the link power network
to the nodes forming the system.

When data is received from a node over the link power
network, the opto-isolation circuit 44 intercepts the data off
of the network, buffers the data, optically isolates the data,
and transmits the data to the neuron processor circuit 42. The
neuron processor circuit 42 then processes the data before
supplying the signals to the host computer 20 through the
bus interface circuit 40.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show an embodiment of the opto-
isolation circuit 44. The link power network is connected to
the host interface 24 circuit at a pair of network connections
TB1. A link power transceiver U1, which is preferably the
Echelon LPT-10 Link Power Interface Circuit, receives the
signals on the link power network and filters the commu-
nications signals from the supply of DC power. The link
power transceiver U1 takes the 42 VDC supply of power and
produces a 5 volts DC supply of power VCCI at its pin 5.

The received communication signals are passed through a
buffer amplifier U2C, a high speed opto-isolator ISO3, and
then through a second buffer amplifier U3C before being
supplied to the neuron processor circuit 42. The communi-
cation signals are also inverted by the buffer amplifiers U2
or U3 before being supplied to the opto-isolators ISO and are
then again inverted by buffer amplifiers U3 or U2 after
passing through the opto-isolators. Thus, the opto-isolation
circuit 44 provides both buffering and opto-isolation for the
communication signals.

A CLK2 signal input into buffer amplifier U3A is used as
an oscillator for the neuron processor U6. A TXD signal
comprises data transmitted from the neuron processor U6, a
RXD signal is data to be supplied to the neuron processor
U6, and a TXD ENA signal is a transmit enable signal.
Finally, a RESET signal is used to reset the home automation
system.

An embodiment of the neuron processor circuit 42 is
shown in FIG. 6. The neuron processor circuit 42 comprises
an Echelon neuron processor U6, which is preferably a
Motorola MC143150FU processor. The Echelon neuron
processor U6 cooperates with the Echelon link power trans-
ceiver Ul to convert data on the link power network into a
form compatible with the host computer 20. The neuron
processor circuit 42 also comprises a peripheral system
device U7 for supporting the neuron processor U6. The
peripheral system device U7 contains, for instance,
EPROM, RAM, and ROM and holds the programming for
the neuron processor U6.

A first path of communication between the neuron pro-
cessor U6 and the host computer 20 is through pins 100 to
1010 on the neuron processor U6. Pins 100 to 107 are
directly connected to the ISA bus on the host computer 20
and pins IO8 to 1010 are the handshake signals for the ISA
bus. These pins 100 to 1010 allow an interface to the host
computer 20 in a slave B mode of operation. This interface
allows the host computer 20 to supply control signals to the
neuron processor U6 in a direct path of communication with
a minimal delay time.

A second path of communication between the neuron
processor U6 and the host computer 20 is through a group
of FIFO memories U8 and U9, shown in FIG. 7. On the
programmable system device U7, the PB0 to PB7 pins are
status flags from the FIFOs so that the status may be read
back at the neuron processor U6. This path of communica-
tion also has the ability to use the ISA bus interrupt structure
to select one of interrupts ISA IRQS5, ISA IRQ7, or ISA
IRQY. By selecting one of these three interrupts, the neuron
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processor U6 has the ability to interrupt the host computer
20 at appropriate times, such as when the neuron processor
U6 needs to be serviced. This second path of communication
is preferably used for providing messages to the various
nodes on the Echelon link power network.

FIGS. 7A to 7C illustrate an embodiment of the bus
interface circuit 40. This circuit 40 comprises a FIFO
memory U8 for storing data that is transmitted from the host
computer 20 to the neuron processor U6 and a FIFO memory
U9 for storing data that is transmitted from the neuron
processor U6 to the host computer 20, The FIFOs are, for
instance, 512 bytes deep and act as a buffer between the host
computer 20 and the neuron processor U6. In other words,
the host computer 20 can write to the FIFO memory U8 at
full speed and the neuron processor U6 read data at its own
speed.

The bus interface circuit 40 also comprises a program-
mable logic device Ul2, which is preferably a PAL for
performing decode logic. The programming of the PAL is
within the capability of one of ordinary skill in the art. The
programmable logic device U12 handles the handshaking
between the host computer 20 and the neuron processor U6
and, for instance, receives the signals coming in from the
ISA bus, the address bus signals needed to read and Lo write,
and then also the DMA address enable signals.

The programmable logic device U12 supplies signals 1o
the FIFOs and to the host computer 20 based upon the
decode logic programmed in the device U12. For instance,
the programmable logic device Ul2 supplies the Board
Select signal, the read and write signals to the FIFOs, and the
read and write signals for the slave B mode operation to the
host computer 20.

The bus interface circuit 40 also comprises a status
register U1l. The status register contains the flags for the
FIFO data, such as FIFO full, FIFO empty, as well as other
status flags. These status flags in the status register U1l are
supplied to the host computer 20.

The bus interface circuit 40 additionally comprises a reset
circuit having a low voltage detector and reset chip US. The
resel chip US detects a low voltage condition and produces
a reset signal which is then supplied throughout the host
interface 24. In addition to the power-up reset capability, the
host interface 24 also has the ability to initiate a software
reset through the programmable logic device Ul2. The
programmable logic device U12 has an address reserved for
the initiation of a software reset through the ISA bus.

As generally shown in FIG. 3, the sysiem includes a
circuit which is referred to as a “watch dog timer” 22. This
circuit periodically monitors the host computer 20 to verify
that the home automation system remains active. If the
system fails to indicate that it still is on line, the watch dog
timer 22 can initiate a call over the telephone lines 1o an
off-site location and indicate that the system is not active.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing an embodiment of
the watch dog timer 22 according to the present invention.
As shown, the watch dog circuit is capacitively coupled to
the host computer 20 through a serial port. The host com-
puter 20 is programmed to periodically toggle the signal
from the serial connector. The change in the logic state input
through the capacitor C4 and the transistor Q1 maintains the
input to the timer circuit and prevents “timing out” of the
circuit. If the input does not change within the time interval
set by the R-C time constant provided by the arrangement of
resistor R1 and capacitor C2, the timer will send a signal
from its Q output to optical switches U2 and U3 which in
turn initiates an automatic dialing signal. Once a connection
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is made with an external site, a preset message is sent which
indicates that the main system is no longer indicating that it
is active, according to a technique known in the art.

To ensure the reliability of the monitor feature provided
by the watch dog timer 22, the watch dog circuit is powered
by a backed-up supply which is independent of the power
supplied to’the rest of the system. Further, as shown, the
watch dog circuit includes a power-up reset circuit. The reset
circuit includes a timer circuit U4 which is coupled to a
second resistor-capacitor configuration comprised of resistor
RS and capacitor C3. A diode D1 is placed in parallel with
the resistor RS. These passive elements provide a time
constant which holds the input to the base of a transistor for
sufficient time to permit the system to power up.

With reference again to FIG. 3, the home automation
system is in a free form configuration. Messages are trans-
mitted asynchronously between the host computer 20 and
the various nodes on the network. Each message contains a
source address that indicates the node sending the message,
4 destination address that identifies the node which should
intercept the message, and data that can be up to 22 bytes
long. When a node transmits a message to another node,
each node compares the destination address to their own
particular address and only when a match occurs does the
node intercept the message and process the message.

Because communication is asynchronous, a message may
be transmitted at anytime the bus is free. The nodes are
always listening to the signals on the network and if the bus
has not been captured, a node is then capable of transmitting
a message onto the network. When a node has a message to
transmit and the bus has been captured by another node, then
the node randomly monitors the bus until a free slot to
transmit a message has been detected.

As part of an error checking routine, the host computer 20
transmits at periodic intervals a message to every node to
determine whether or not that node is connected to the
network. The nodes then respond by transmitting an answer
back to the host computer 20 that informs the host computer
20 that they are connected to the network and lets the host
computer 20 know whether any difficulties have been
encountered. From the responses and based upon records the
host computer 20 keeps in a directory as to which nodes
shounld be connected to the network, the host computer 20
can detect if any node has been disconnected from the
network.

When the host computer 20 does not receive a response
from a node that should be connected to the network, the
host computer 20 can activate an auto-dialer 23 to make a
service call, for example, to a monitoring service. For
instance, a service call might be made when a node signifi-
cant to the operation of the system has been disconnected.
Also, a call may be made to the police if the security node
has been disconnected. If the host computer 20 decides that
the system can operate without that node, the host computer
20 would then continue normal processing.

The home automation system uses an addressing scheme
that allows the connection of up to 31,878 nodes. Each
destination address is comprised of a domain segment, a
node ID segment, a type segment, a subtype segment, a
board segment, and a connection segment.

The domain segment indicates whether the node resides in
the host computer 20 as a software object or resides on the
network as a hardware object. The network is designed so
that each physical node on the Echelon network has a mirror
image software entity within the host computer 20. The only
difference between addressing a physical Echelon node and
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a software entity is in the domain segment. Specifically, a
domain segment of O represents a hardware entity and a
domain segment of 1 represents a host computer software
entity. The host computer software entity includes other
software objects in addition to mirror image software enti-
ties.

In operation, when the host computer 20 wants to transmit
a message 10 a node on the network, the host computer 20
transmits the message to the mirror image software entity in
the host computer 20. The mirror image software entity then
commands the host computer 20 to talk to the physical node
out on the network. With such an addressing scheme, when
a physical node receives a message request from the host
computer 20, such as when the host computer 20 is polling
each node on the network, the physical node can simply
transmit the requested message to its mirror image in the
host computer 20.

Also, when a request has been directed to the software
entity, the softwarc entity knows that it has a hardware
counterpart out on the Echelon network. Consequently, the
software entity will send a message to its physical node out
on the network and asks the physical node for the requested
information. The physical node will then respond and relay
the message back to its mirror image software entity.

As a result, the software entities inherently know to
request information from their mirror image physical nodes
and the physical nodes inherently know to send the infor-
mation to their mirror image software entities. The use of
mirror image software entities greatly simplifies the trans-
mission of messages from physical nodes since the physical
nodes only need to transmit messages to their respective
software entities and do not need to know the ultimate
destination of the message.

An additional benefit of the use a mirror image software
entity for each hardware node is that the home automation
system is compatible with the prior art home automation
system. While the prior art home automation system did
have some software objects that represented physical nodes,
there was not a one-to-one mapping as in the invention.

After the domain segment, the next part of the address is
the node ID segment which is a 7-bit number used to identify
the node. The node ID segment is used to identify each
application node out on the system and can be any number
from O to 126. The node ID segment number 127 is reserved
for the host computer 20 and is a fixed address in the system,

The type segment is an 8-bit number having valid num-
bers ranging from 1 through 253. The type segment would
be the same for similar nodes. For instance, all thermostat
control nodes would have the same type segment. Also, all
nodes that monitor intrusion sensors would all have the same
type segment and would be different than the type segment
for the thermostat control nodes. Accordingly, the type
segment logically groups similar nodes together and the
node ID segment distinguishes different nodes having the
same type segment.

The subtype segment of the address identifies the hard-
ware that is connected to the node. The subtype segment is
applicable when a single node is responsible for more than
one type of action or more than one type of hardware. For
instance, a single node might have both an analog input card
and a digital input card. The subtype segment would be used
to tell the node whether the message is intended for the
analog input card or the digital input card. The subtype
segment, for instance, may be an analog input card, a digital
input card, an analog output card, or a digital output card.

The board segment is applicable to those nodes that have
more than one board connected to them. For instance, a
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single node in the security system may have an analog input
card or a digital input card. While the subtype segment
would provide a description of the type of device, such as an
analog input card or a digital input card, the board number
is used to identify the physical location of the particular
device. For instance, the board segment might identify a
digital input card at slot 2 of the node and an analog input
card at slot 3 of the node.

The connection segment identifies the particular channel
being addressed. For instance, a digital input card may have
a plurality of channels with each one associated with a
different window intrusion sensor. The connection segment
would then provide a different address for each sensor on
that digital input card.

Since each hardware device has a unique address, the host
computer 20 can monitor the status of every hardware
device. For instance, the address for a particular window
intrusion sensor would contain a domain segment identify-
ing the sensor as a hardware device, a node 1D segment that
uniquely identifies the node, a type segment indicating that
the node is one that monitors security sensors, a subtype
segment that identifies the digital input card to which the
window intrusion sensor is connected, a board segment
which identifies the physical location of the digital input
card, and a connection segment which identifies which
channel on the board the sensor is located.

With such a addressing scheme, the host computer 20 can
broadcast messages to a common group of devices. For
instance, all of the nodes which share a common type
segment are considered a subnet and the host computer 20
could broadcast a message to all of these nodes in the subnet
with a single transmission. It is also possible 10 broadcast
messages (o every node on the network and not just to all
nodes in a certain subnet. The broadcasting feature saves
time since the host computer 20 need not separately transmit
a plurality of messages.

The use of the various segments in the address also allows
the host computer 20 to check the status of the network and
to determine the configuration of the network. For instance,
by using the domain, node ID, type, and subtype segments,
the host computer 20 can poll a node and address a digital
card. If that node does not have a digital card connected to
it, the host computer 20 will receive a reply message
indicating such a fact. Depending upon the programming of
the host computer 20, the host computer 20 will then, for
instance, update its file or it might automatically dial a
service center to report the discrepancy.

In contrast to the prior art system that used a command
byte, a node byte, and a data byte, the addresses of the
invention are comprised of the above-described destination
address that contains a plurality of segments, such as the
type segment, the subtype segment, the board segment, and
the connection segment. The addressing scheme of the
invention also comprises a source address, which is a
multi-byte address indicating the transmitter of the message.

The addressing scheme also uses a message type to
identify the type of message that is being transmitted. The
message lype is a two-byte segment that identifies up to
65,536 different types of messages. An example of a mes-
sage types is the reset message. Other message types could
include one for turning on lights, one for turning off lights,
one for turning on the HVAC (Heating, Ventilating, Air
Conditioning) system, or one for turning off an entertain-
ment system.

In addition to the source address, destination address,
message type, the message scheme also comprises a data
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length segment. The data length segment indicates the
number of bytes in the entire message. The data length
segment is then followed by the actual data. As an example,
the data length is limited to 22 bytes of data per message.
However, other systems may have smaller or larger maxi-
mum number of data bytes to suit their particular system.
For instance, other systems may require more data bytes if
their displays require more data.

The invention also uses a request/acknowledge mecha-
nism. Once a message has been transmitted from a “source”
node to a “destination” node, the destination node sends an
acknowledgement message back to the source node. If the
acknowledgement message is not received within a certain
period of time, the source node retransmits its message a
predetermined number of times until the acknowledgement
message is received. The source node will abort trying to
transmit the message after this predetermined number of
times.

FIG. 9 illustrates a run-time life diagram for the host
computer 20. At a step 100, an ISE directory is initialized.
The ISE directory contains a list of all hardware entities and
software entities for the entire system and is contained
within an ASCII text based file, which makes it very easy to
manipulate and change the system configuration. At a step
101, the system queue, which manages the handling and
routing of messages, is initialized. At a step 102, the host
computer 20 loads entities from a database. At this step, the
host computer 20 determines the configuration of the sys-
tem.

At steps 103 to 105, the network, the timer, and the
diagnostic system are respectively initialized. The diagnos-
tic system comprises a plurality of software objects for
respectively handling diagnostic messages sent from a
respective plurality of nodes on the network. A diagnostic
message, for example, would be sent from a particular node
if the host computer 20 addressed a device that was not
connected to that node.

At a step 106, the host computer 20 sends an initialize
message to each software entity or hardware entity on the
system. The initialize message will cause every entity on the
network to be placed in their initial state so that they are
ready to perform their normal duties and so that they are
ready to transmit or receive messages.

Finally, at a step 107, the host computer 20 and the system
are ready to process messages. As shown in more detail in
FIG. 10, the processing loop represented at step 107 in FIG.
9 is comprised of a step 200 of evaluating all network events.
At a step 201, the host computer 20 evaluates timer events
to determine whether any timers have expired and to check
on all time of day events. For instance, at step 201, the host
computer 20 might determine that a timer has expired and
that a certain light needs to be turned on or off.

At a step 202, the host computer 20 pulls a message from
the system queue and processes the message. In response to
the received message, the host computer 20 may transmit a
message 1o an entity on the network at a step 203. The entity,
which may comprise a software entity, will then process the
message received from the host computer 20 at a step 204.
The processing loop then reverts back to the first step 200
where the host computer 20 again evaluates network events.
The host computer 20 will loop through the steps in FIG. 10
during the normal operations of the system.

The system may have to be brought down, for instance, in
order to service the system. To shut the system down, at a
step 108, the host computer 20 first transmits a destroy
message to all entities in order to free the memory in these
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entities. In the following steps 109 to 113, the host computer
20 will destroy the diagnostic object by freeing this memory,
will destroy all timers, will destroy the network, and will
then destroy the network queue. By destroying the compo-
nents on the system, the host computer 20 methodically
shuts down the system by placing the system components in
a state whereby the system may be smoothly re-booted.

While the host computer 20 is running through the
process loop shown in FIG. 10, the other nodes on the
network are performing their normal processing. For
instance, if the node was a keypad station, the node would
be scanning the keys to determine whether a key has been
pressed. If the node is responsible for security sensors, the
node would scan the sensors to determine whether an event
has violated any one of those sensors. Also, if the node is in
the HVAC system, this node might be reading the tempera-
tures to determine whether the air conditioning, heating unit,
or ventilating unit needs to be activated.

The home automation system is comprised of a number of
sub-systems. These sub-systems may include a home secu-
rity sub-system, an HVAC sub-system, a lighting control
sub-system, an entertainment sub-system, as well as other
sub-systems. For instance, with reference to FIG. 11, an
embodiment of a home security sub-system comprises a
security system software object 50 responsible for the secu-
rity sub-system. This security system software object 50 is
in a node and communicates with the security system'’s
mirror image software object 57 in the host computer 20.
The security system object 50 is connected to at least one
security alarm 56, to at least one security keypad 59, and to
a plurality of security zones 52.

A zone 52 is defined to be a collection or grouping of
entities, such as a collection of hardware devices. For
instance, with reference to FIG. 12, a zone 52 may comprise
a motion sensor 60, a door sensor 62, a window sensor 64,
and a glass breakage detector 66, all of which may be located
in a single room. Other zones 52 could therefore be located
in other rooms whereby each room or area of the house is
defined by a distinct zone 52.

Alternatively, a first security zone 52 may comprise a
node that monitors all of the door intrusion sensors while a
second security zone 52 may comprise a node that monitors
all of the window intrusion sensors. FIG. 13 illustrates an
exemplary layout of the zones 52 in a house. As shown in the
figure, a first zone is comprised of all door intrusion sensors
1, a second zone encompasses all window intrusion sensors
2, a third zone is defined to include all fire sensors 3, a fourth
zone contains exterior motion detectors 4, a fifth zone
contains interior motion detectors 5, and a sixth zone com-
prises motion sensors located along a pathway to the house
6.

After a sensor detects an event, the node to which the
sensor is connected will transmit a message to the host
computer 20 informing the host computer 20 the type of
message and the location of the event. The host computer 20
will process the received message and, based upon the set up
of the system, the host computer 20 may transmit one or
more messages to some components on the system. These
messages might trigger warning signals if an intruder is
approaching the perimeter of the house or they might trigger
alarm signals if the intruder attempts to enter the house.
Also, the messages might trigger a unique signal in response
io a unique event, such as a fire alarm in response to the
detection of smoke or fire.

For instance, il a motion detector in zone 6 transmils a
message to the host computer 20 indicating a detected
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motion, the host computer 20 might transmit a message to
the lighting control sub-system to turn on a light along the
pathway. Also, if an exterior motion detector in zone 4
transmits a message to the host computer 20 indicating a
detected motion, the host computer 20 might transmit a
message to the lighting control sub-system to turn on a spot
light and might also transmit a message to a security alarm
56 to broadcast a warning message to the intruder. Further,
if a window intrusion sensor in zone 2 transmits a message
to the host computer 20 indicating a detected intrusion, the
host computer 20 may then transmit a message to a security
alarm 56 in the security sub-system to emit a siren, a
message to the lighting control sub-system to turn on lights,
and a message to an auto-dialer 23 to notify the police.

The particular action that the host computer 20 takes in
response to an event depends in part upon the mode of
operation of the sccurity sub-system. As an example, FIG.
14A illustrates a night mode of operation where the interior
motion sensors do not trigger any response, the exterior
motion sensors and the pathway motion sensors are set to
trigger warning signals, the fire sensors are set to trigger a
fire alarm, and the doors and window sensors are set to
trigger burglar signals.

A weekday mode, an example of which is shown in FIG.
14B, may differ from the night mode in that the pathway
sensors do not trigger any signals so as to provide the
mailman and other people limited access to the front door.
The weekday mode would also differ from the night mode
in that the interior motion sensors would be activated to
trigger burglar signals in response to the detection of motion.
Additionally, the doors in the weekday mode would allow
people to enter if they enter an access code at a keypad.
Therefore, a maid would be able to gain access into the
house without triggering any alarm signals. The maid or
anyone else who enters an access code, however, would only
be able to arm or disarm only those zones which can be
accessed with the access code, such as all door sensors and
all interior motion detectors. While the home owner can
control all modes by entering his/her user code, a person
with just an access code can only arm or disarm a limited
number of areas and thus can be excluded from certain areas
of the house.

A third mode of operation is a weekend mode, an example
of which is shown in FIG. 14C. This mode disarms most of
the sensors so that a detection of an event would not trigger
any response. The weekend mode would still keep the fire
sensor active and could also automatically cause a door bell
to chime when a door sensor detects the opening of a door.

A keypad for the security system is shown in FIG. 15. The
keypad has an LCD display 68 for providing instructions to
the user and each button on the keypad has an associated
LED that is lit in order to provide feedback to the user. The
keypad comprises ten keys numbered € through 9 which are
used by residents of the house to enter the user code and is
used by those who have been given an access code to enter
the access code. Other buttons include an “Arm/Bypass”
button, a “Disarm/Override” button, a “Cancel” button, a
“Done” button, and a “Next” button. The security keypad
also has a speaker unit that provides audible feedback to the
user and which could also be connected to an intercom
system.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram which represents a system for
maintaining a desired climate in a particular closed envi-
ronment of “HVAC zone” in which the climate is maintained
by a heating ventilating and air conditioning (HVAC) unit
79. Each HVAC zone may comprise a microprocessor which
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in turn may be a component of a network controlled by a
host computer 20. As shown in the drawing, the HVAC zone
controller 70 is coupled to a thermostat 73 by which a user
may set the desired temperature and humidity levels. The
controller 70 is additionally coupled to the temperature
sensor 75 via an analog board input 72. The controller 70 is
further coupled to a humidistat 77 through a digital input
board 74, as well as to the HVAC unit 79 via a digital output
board 76.

According to this arrangement, a user may set desired
temperature and humidity levels respectively with the ther-
mostat 73 and humidistat 77. The HVAC controller 70 then
compares the desired setting with the settings obtained from
the temperature sensor 73 and the humidistat 77 and outputs
control signals to raise or lower temperature and humidity
level with the HVAC unit 79.

FIG. 17 is a circuit diagram showing an arrangement by
which a temperature-dependent current I, may be provided
to an interface device thereby indicating the precise tem-
perature over a fixed, predetermined range. This circuit
includes two sections which provide respectively a fixed
current source and a temperature-dependent variable current
source. The fixed current source maintains a minimum
current 1y zp, through the circuit which is added as an offset
to the current I, provided by the temperature dependent
portion. Thus, the temperature dependent portion is designed
to vary linearly over a predetermined range of temperatures.

The fixed current source portion comprises a precision
voltage source coupled with an operational amplifier 83, a
zener diode 81, a transistor Q1 and two precision resistors
R1 and R2. The voltage source provides a fixed voltage to
the noninverting input of the operational amplifier 83. The
output of the operational amplifier 83 is connected to the
base of the transistor Q1 and the inverting input of the
operational amplifier 83 is connected to the emitter of the
transistor Q1. Together with the precision resistors R1 and
R2, the operational amplifier 83 and the transistor Q1
convert the precise voltage of the voltage source to a precise
fixed current, 1zyep.

The supply terminals of both the voltage source and the
operational amplifier 83 are connected to the analog board
72. In the example shown, the supply of the voltage sensor
is connected through a zener diode 81 which limits the
voltage supplied to the voltage sensor to prevent overload.
In this way, the circuit remains non-operational until a
pulsing supply voliage is supplied to the active devices.
THUS, the circuit does not generate heat which could
introduce error into the reading.

While some leakage current 1, and I, , is introduced into
the circuit, the value of the resistors R1 and R2 and of the
voltage provided by voltage sensor can be selected to
provide sufficient current such that the leakage current
introduces a minimum error which is acceptable. In a
preferred embodiment, the voltage sensor provides 2.50 V
across two resistors R1 and R2 in series having values of
324Q+1% and 301Q+1% with leakage current from the
voltage sensor and the operational amplifier 83 providing
respectively 10 pA and 80 pA. Thus, the circuit provides a
fixed 4 mA current within a range of £90

The temperature dependent portion of the circuit is simi-
larly constructed except a variable voltage sensor is utilized
in place of the fixed voltage sensor of the fixed current
source portion. This variable voltage sensor is selected to
provide a voltage V,,, which varies linearly over a fixed
range of temperatures. In a preferred embodiment, the
variable sensor provided a range of 0 to 1 V respectively
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over a range of temperatures from 0° to 100° E. This varying
voltage is converted to a precise, temperature dependent
current Iy, by the operational amplifier 85 and transistor
Q2 which are coupled to the precision resistors R3 and R4.

In a preferred embodiment, the variable sensor provided
a range of voltages from O to 1 respectively over a range of
temperatures from 0° E to 100° F. which is placed across a
resistors R3 and R4 having values of 32.4Q+1% and
30.1Q+1%. The voltage sensor and the operational amplifier
85 introduce respective leakage currents I, ; and I, of 20 pA
and 80 pA. Thus, a variable current I, is supplied which
ranges from 0 to 16 mA respectively over a temperature of
0° to 100° F. Therefore, because the offset current Iy, is
known, a precise temperature may be determined within an
acceptable range of error.

As in the fixed portion, the variable voltage sensor and the
operational amplifier 85 are supplied by the analog board
input 72. Thus, the circuit remains off until all active
components are pulsed with a supply voltage. By selecting
the pulse to be of sufficient low frequency, error from
heating of the active components, particular the variable
temperature sensor is reduced. Generally, the duty cycle is
selected to be just sufficient to obtain an accurate reading.

Apart from reducing error by heating of active compo-
nents, the use of a current signal according to the present
invention permits the sensing circuit to be removed from the
remainder of the system without the introduction of
unwanted noise.

A keypad for the HVAC sub-system is shown in FIG. 18.
The keypad comprises a “Heat” button for controlling the
heating unit, a “Cool” button for controlling the air condi-
lioning unit, a “Fan” button for controlling the ventilating
unit, and an “Auto” button for placing the sub-system in an
automatic mode of operation. The keypad also comprises an
up arrow button, a down button arrow, and an LCD display
68. Each of the buttons on the keypad has an associated LED
for providing visual feedback to the user.

An example of the lighting sub-system is shown in FIG.
19. The lighting sub-system employs at least one keypad
station having a number of physical buttons 80. Each
physical button 80 communicates with a software button 82
on its respective node, which then communicates with its
mirror image software object in the host computer 20. The
software in the node monitors the physical button 80 and
transmits messages to the mirror image software button 82
in the host computer 20. In this example, the software button
82 communicates with a scene 84 in the host computer 20.
Based upon the received message from the software button
82, the host computer 20 transmits one or more messages {0
software devices 86, or software entities, which then control
a respective number of hardware devices 88.

For instance, a physical button 80 may be assigned to a
certain light, such as the kitchen light. When the software at
that node detects the depression of a physical button 80, the
node transmits a message to its mirror image software button
82 in the host computer 20 informing the host computer 20
that the button 80 has been depressed. The host computer 20
would then transmit a message to a software device 86
associated with the kitchen light 88. This software device 86
would then send signals to the hardware device 88 in order
to toggle the kitchen light 88 on or off. In addition to simply
toggling the light 88 on or off, the software device 86 also
controls the intensity of the light 88.

Rather than having a physical button 80 assigned to one
light 88, a physical button 80 may instead be assigned to a
scene 84. A scenc 84 has associated with it a list of
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commands that are executed in the host computer 20 and
which affect a plurality of hardware devices 88. For instance,
in the lighting sub-system, a scenc 84 button may cause
certain lights 88 in a room to turn on to certain levels and
would turn off other lights 88 in the room. A scene 84,
however, is not limited to just the control of similar hard-
ware devices 88, but can instead be used to control a number
of lights 88, the entertainment sub-system, the HVAC sub-
system, as well as additional devices.

A keypad for the lighting sub-system is shown in FIG. 20.
In this example, the keypad is a 9 button keypad with each
button having an associated LED. While a 9 button keypad
is depicted, the system could use keypads with more or
fewer numbers of keys, such as a 3 button keypad or a 6
button keypad. Six of the buttons in the keypad of FIG. 20
are dedicated to one or more lights. To serve merely as an
example, these dedicated light buttons are the “Dining
Table” button, the “Dining Art” button, the “Dining Spot”
button, the “Down Lights” button, the “Island” button, and
the “Hall” button. Thus, for instance, the “Hall” button is
used to turn the lights in the hall on, off, or to adjust the
intensity of these lights. The other buttons similarly control
their respective lights.

In addition to the six dedicated buttons, the keypad also
has three scene buttons: a “Living Accent” scene button, a
“Living Sitting” scene button, and a “Living Dining” scene
button. These scene buttons control a number of lights to
create the particular scene assigned to the button. For
instance, the “Living Accent” scene may turn on the “Dining
Art” light to highlight pieces of art and it may tm on the
“Dining Spot” light to place a spot light on the dining room
table. The “Living Dining” scene may softly turn on the
“Dining Table” light while turning off most other lights.
Other variations on the control of the lights with a scene
button are also possible. For example, a scene can have
devices from any location in the house and from devices
other than lights.

In contrast to the prior art home automation systems,
which were a collection of sub-systems having different user
interfaces, the home automation system of the invention
uses a single interface. The interface is logically and rigidly
consistent, is easy to use, yet is flexible enough to allow
users to make changes in the system without having to use
a computer or to call a technician. This single interface is
used to control all sub-systems, including the lighting con-
trol sub-system, the security sub-system, the HVAC sub-
system, as well as other sub-systems.

A single physical control system for providing this single
interface is comprised of several types logical objects. One
type of logical object is a device object where a set of
buttons acting as one are linked to the control of an entity.
Devices are generally classified into adjustable devices and
on/off devices. For instance, the device logical object may be
used to control electrical loads such as lights or fans, the
volume of audio signals in different zones, an audio or video
source, the temperature or humidity in a zone, an alarm, a
clock, an intercom, a speakerphone, or two way motors for
the control of drapes or lifts.

Two other types of logical objects are scenes and scene
sets. A scene is a set of buttons acting as one which are
linked to the control of a collection of devices. For instance,
as discussed above with reference to FIG. 20, a lighting
scene may commonly control a number of lights. A scene set
is defined as a set of buttons acting as one which are linked
to the control of a collection of scencs.

Another logical object is a security mode. A security mode
can be entered only after a user types in a proper access
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code. With a proper access code, a user can define a
collection of security zones and responses and can define
scene sets and scenes for a particular security mode.

The home automation system utilizes a consistent
approach for conveying information concerning the type of
the logical object. For instance, all devices are labelled on a
button with capitalized black lettering, all scenes are labelled
with underlined black lettering, scene sets are labelled with
underlined capitalized blue lettering, and security modes are
labelled with underlined capitalized maroon lettering and
with LCD read outs. If all capital letters are used in labelling,
then that object is capable of being time delayed. If the
object is an on-only device, then a dot will appear in the
upper right hand corner of the button.

The home automation system also utilizes a consistent
approach for conveying the exact state of an object. Each
button on a button interface has an associated LED for
indicating the exact status of its associated logical object.
For instance, a solid on/off LED respectively indicates
whether the object is on or off. A rapidly flashing LED,
which is approximately on for 1 second and off for 1 second,
indicates that the object is a slave that is part of a master
object.

A pattern flashing “tuning” LED, which is approximately
on for a half second and off for a half second, indicates that
the object is a master that is being tuned to have slaves
assigned to that object. Thus, depending on the flash pattern
of the LED, one can tell whether the scene or scene set is a
master or slave.

A slowly flashing LED, which is approximately in one
state for five seconds and then in the other state for one
second, indicates that a timer has been activated for that
object. The LED will be on for five seconds and off for one
second to indicate that the timer will turn off that object at
the end of the time out period and will be off for five seconds
and on for one second to indicate that the timer will turn on
that object at the end of the time out period.

In addition to the above states ascertainable by the LEDs,
a pattern flashing “problem” LED, which is defined by four
flashes followed by ten seconds of off time, is used to
indicate that a diagnostic program has identified a problem
with that object. Also, a pulsed flash LED indicates the
setting of a parameter of an object. For instance, two pulses
would be used to denote a parameter value of two. Addi-
tionally, the top left LED of each keypad will be dimly lit
when all of the LEDs on the keypad are off in order to
indicate the location of the keypad in the room.

A significant feature of the home automation system is
that it utilizes a consistent set of rules for operating and
controlling the various logical objects. First with reference
to devices, a device is turned on or off by toggling its
associated button. To change a parameter of a device, the
button is held down past a predetermined time out period,
which is adjustable and typically a one-half second, and the
intensity of the device starts to increase. Once a desired
intensity is reached, the user simply lifts the finger off of the
button and the intensity of the device remains at that level.
If the user desires 1o set the device at full intensity, the user
holds the button down until the intensity reaches the full
intensity level. While prior systems start decreasing the
intensity after reaching 100%, the invention remains at the
100% level even though the button is still depressed.

To decrease the intensity of a device, the user first holds
down the button past the time out period. At this point, the
intensity starts to increase. The user then removes the finger
off of the button and then holds the button down again to
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start decreasing the intensity. Once a desired intensity is
reached, the user simply removes the finger from the button.
Once the intensity of a device has been increased, the user
must depress the button within ten seconds in order lo
decrease the intensity. This certain amount of time is pro-
vided so that a user knows that an unused keypad will first
start to increase after a button has been depressed past the
time out period. This amount of time therefore provides a
consistent programming approach to each keypad.

For adjustable value devices, a ramp speed can also be
adjusted. The ramp speed is related to the speed at which
values of a parameter are changing as the button is being
depressed. To change the ramp speed, the button is triple
clicked and the associated LED will pulse back the current
ramp speed. Thus, a single flash will indicate a first ramp
speed while two flashes will indicate a second ramp speed.
The ramp speed can be programmed by triple clicking the
buiton within the time out period. A triple click received
after a maximum ramp speed has been entered will place the
ramp speed back to the lowest state.

For devices that are not value adjustable devices, a triple
click will change a time delay associated with that device.
The LED will pulse back the current time delay period with
the number of flashes indicating the length of the time delay
period. Triple clicking the button within a time out period
will increase the time delay period. Once the maximum time
out period has been programmed, the next triple click will
return the time out period to the lowest value. Non-adjust-
able devices can also be monitored to ensure that the current
changes as it was programmed to change.

With regard to scenes, scene sets, and security modes,
lapping an associated button will toggle the object on or off.
For a security mode, a proper access mode must first be
entered before a security mode can be toggled to its armed
state or disarmed state.

To tune a scene, a scene set, or a security mode, the button
is held down past the time out period until the LED starts to
flash. Once a master object has been placed in the tuning
mode, slave logical objects may be added or deleted from
the collection by double clicking their buttons. Furthermore,
if a device is being added to the object being tuned, the
parameter of the device can have its value adjusted. To exit
the tuning mode, the flashing button is clicked, thereby
defining the logical object by all of its slave objects along
with the exact parameter settings for the slave objects.

A scene, scene set, or security mode is therefore defined
by the exact state of each of its slave objects. In other words,
a scene is defined by the devices assigned to that scene and
to the exact values of the devices that were adjusted while
in the scene tuning mode. Because a scene, scene set, or
security mode is defined by the exact state of its slave
objects, an adjustment of a slave object after the activation
of a scene, scene sel, or security mode will deactivate that
scene, scene set, or security mode.

Some objects may have their behavior characteristics
slightly modified. For instance, it may be desired to have a
button time delay before the status of that object changes.
This is in contrast to the typical situation where any toggle
of the button will change the status of the object. A button
time delay would be advantageous with panic buttons,
energy management scenes, large current drawing devices
such as water heaters and pool pumps, and slowly operating
devices such as front gate access doors.

As another example, it may be desirable to have some
objects be on-only objects, which can only be turned on and
which cannot be turned off with a subsequent toggling of the
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button. For instance, some on-only objects may comprise
energy management scenes or security modes.

The keypads of the home automation system may also
comprise some special control buttons. For instance, a ramp
up button and a ramp down button may be provided as an
additional manner of adjusting the value of a parameter. The
ramp keys can be used to increase or decrease the value of
the last activated device. The LED on the ramp key will flash
to indicate that the values are being adjusted.

The keypads may also comprise a tuning lock key. If the
tuning lock key is toggled on, then objects in the system
cannot be tuned. Thus, with the tuning lock key toggled on,
scenes, scene sets, and security modes cannot be tuned. With
the tuning lock key toggled off, only a single object can be
placed into a tuning mode.

A device lock key is an additional key that may be used
in the home automation system. If the device lock key is
toggled on, then devices cannot be operated from the key-
pads. The device lock key may also be used to set the global
device time out period for adjustable value devices. This
global time out period is adjusted by triple clicking the
device lock key and is then programmed in the same manner
that time delay periods are adjusted with devices.

The home automation system may also comprise a button
lock scene key. When the button lock scene key is toggled
on, the home automation system will not receive commands
from any keypads that were programmed into the button
lock scene. The button lock scene key is placed in a tuning
mode, as with other scene buttons, by holding down the
button past the time out period. Once in the tuning mode, all
buttons on a given keypad are added into the scene if a single
button is double clicked.

As an example of the single user interface, with reference
to the lighting control sub-system, a light can be turned on
and off by toggling its associated button. A scene button may
be placed in a tuning mode by holding down its associated
button past the time out period.

While in the tuning mode, a user can modify the scene to
suit his/her own desires by adding or deleting lights from the
scene. To add or remove a light from the scene, a user simply
double clicks the button for that light and looks at the LED
to determine whether the light is part of the scene. While in
the tuning mode, the intensity of a light in the scene can be
adjusted in the same manner the intensity of a light is
adjusted outside of the tuning mode. Thus, while a scene is
placed in the tuning mode, a user can add lights to the scene,
can remove lights from the scene, and can also adjust the
intensities of each light in the scene. To exit the tuning mode,
the scene button is tapped.

The same method of programming the light keypad of
FIG. 20 also applies to the thermostat keypad of FIG. 18.
Thus, in order to turn the heat on or off, the “HEAT” button
is toggled. To increase the set point for the heating unit, the
user holds the “HEAT" button down pass the time out period
and the LCD display indicates that the set point is increas-
ing. The user can decrease the set point by next removing the
finger from the button and then again holding the “HEAT”
button down. The air conditioning unit can similarly be
controlled by activating the “COOL" button. Alternatively,
a user can use the ramp up and ramp down keys to set the
parameters of the heating system and the parameters of the
cooling system.

The same type of programming is also applicable to other
sub-systems, such as an entertainment system or an intercom
system, For instance, with regard to the intercom system, a
keypad may comprise a “LISTEN” button and a “TALK"”
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button. To increase the volume of a speaker on an intercom
unit, the user could simply hold the “LISTEN" button down
past the time out period until a desired volume is reached. If
the other person has difficulty hearing the user, the user
could hold the “TALK"” button down to increase the sensi-
tivity of the microphone.

A number of devices may be grouped together in a manner
similar to the grouping of lights in a scene. For instance,
with the security keypad, a user can define a vacation mode.
To define the parameters of the vacation mode, the user can
g0 to the thermostat keypad and double click the “Heat”
button in order to incorporate control of the heating unit in
with the vacation mode. After double clicking the “Heat”
button, the user can define a desired set point for turning on
the heat when the user leaves the house for a vacation. The
user can also go to the various lighting keypads dispersed
throughout the house and double click buttons in order to
add or delete lights from the vacation mode. As with the
tuning of a scene, the devices that are part of the vacation
mode will have their associated LEDs turned on.

in addition to custom designing the scenes and other
groupings of devices, the user interface can easily be
extended to a diagnostic mode. In such a mode, a technician
may exchange the functions of two keys by simultaneously
holding down the two keys past the device time out period.
The technician might want to exchange the functionality of
two keys when the user finds that the location of one key on
one keypad would be better placed at another key location,
on that keypad or on another keypad. This might also be
used when the functionality of two keys have been errone-
ously assigned to the wrong locations. Further, if the tech-
nician does a quadruple click (clicking four times) the
system will tell the technician what node the technician is
working on.

By using the single interface, a user is truly given control
of the entire home automation system. The user needs to
only learn a single set of rules for interfacing a sub-system
and thus greatly simplifies the use and control of the system.
‘While scenes have been generally described with reference
to a number of lights in a scene, a scene could additionally
or alternatively include other devices, such as a fan or the
control of the volume of an audio device.

Also, the status of an object may be indicated in manners
different than that disclosed. For instance, the flashing
sequences of the LEDs are not crucial to the invention as
long as common states are indicated consistently. Further-
more, an audio indicator could be used to indicate certain
states of the objects rather than the LEDs.

An embodiment of the physical interface for any one of
the sub-systems will now be described with reference to
FIGS. 21A to C and FIGS. 22A to C. The cover of the
interface, as shown in FIGS. 22A to 22C, comprises four
studs 120 that have been spot welded onto the cover in order
to hold printed circuit boards. Preferably, the printed circuit
boards are constructed to have holes that mate with the four
studs 120 with such a tolerance as to not require any
additional adjustment once assembled. The top edge of the
cover is preferably bent at an angle of 7° less than a right
angle relative to the top of the cover and the bottom edge of
the cover has two embosses 122 extending toward the center
of the cover. The bottom edge of the cover is also con-
structed with a slot 124,

FIGS. 21A to C illustrate a backplate having two
L-shaped legs 126 which may be mounted into a standard
single or double gang electrical box. The L-shaped legs 126
provide a recessed area which can accommodate the printed
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circuit boards affixed to the cover. The top edge of the
backplate is preferably bent at an angle of 7° more than a
right angle relative to the bottom of the back plate and the
bottom edge of the backplate has two small holes 128
extending through the surface of the edge. The top edge of
the backplate is also preferably provided with a foam pad
127.

To install a button interface, the backplate is first installed
into an electrical box using the L-shaped legs 126. The
cover, with the attached printed circuit boards, is then placed
onto the backplate by first aligning the top edge of the cover
with the top edge of the backplate. The cover is next hinged
closed until the embosses 122 on the cover snap into place
in the holes 128 in the backplate.

The angled edges of the cover and the backplate are bent
sufficiently to hold the cover in place and prevent the cover
from moving away from the wall. The foam pad 127 allows
a spring fit between the cover and the backplate and com-
pensates for any deviations produced during the formation
of the cover or the backplate. The embosses 122 on the cover
and the holes 128 in the backplate provide a mechanism to
snap the cover into the backplate. Because the cover is
firmly mated with the backplate, the slot 124 in the backplate
is provided for removal of the cover. To remove the cover,
a user simply has to insert a tool in the slot 124 and pry the
cover off by removing the embosses 122 from the holes 128.

The backplate and cover provide an interface that can be
easily snapped on or off and thus enables easy service and
installation of the interface. Also, the interface is securely
attached to the wall with the cover securely affixed to the
backplate. The interface is a simple and economical assem-
bly that is attached to a standard single or double gang
electrical box.

The foregoing description of the preferred embodiments
of the invention has been presented for purposes of illus-
tration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or
to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. Many
modifications and variations are possible in light of the
above teaching. The embodiments were chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical application to thereby enable
others skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and
various embodiments and with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated. It is intended that
the scope of the invention only be limited by the claims
appended hereto.

We claim:

1. An automation system having-a home security sub-
system, a lighting sub-system, and an environmental control
sub-system, comprising:

a controller for providing centralized control of a plurality

of sub-systems in said home automation system;

a host interface for interfacing said central controller to a

network;

a plurality of nodes connected to said network and located

in said sub-systems; and

a watch dog timer circuit;

wherein said controller periodically supplies a signal to

said watch dog timer circuit, said watch dog timer
circuit including timer means which initiates a phone
call to an off-site location when said operation signal is
not received in a predetermined time interval thereby
indicating to said off-site location that said processor is
not operational.

2. A home automation system comprising:

a controller for providing centralized control of a plurality
of sub-systems in said home automation system;
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a host interface for interfacing said central controller to a
network;

a plurality of nodes connected to said network in a free
form topology, said nodes being located in said sub-
systems and being in asynchronous communication
with said central controller;

wherein said central controller transmits at periodic inter-
vals a diagnostic message to each node on the network
and each of said nodes replies to said message by
transmitting an acknowledgement message;

wherein said central controller is connected to a directory
of all nodes that should be on said network and said
central controller determines whether a node has been
disconnected from said network based upon a compari-
son of all acknowledgement messages received from
said nodes with said directory; and

wherein said controller periodically supplies a signal to a
watch dog timer circuit, said watch dog timer circuit
including timer means which initiates a phone call to an
off-site location when said operation signal is not
received in a predetermined time interval thereby indi-
cating to said off-site location that said processor is not
operational.

3. The home automation system as set forth in claim 2,
wherein said network comprises a link power network
having said diagnostic message and the acknowledgement
messages modulated on a DC voltage.

4. The home automation system as set forth in claim 2,
wherein said environmental control sub-system is controlled
by one of said plurality of nodes, said one of said nodes
providing first signals 0 operate a temperature sensor circuit
in a mode wherein said temperature sensor circuit provides
a signal indicating an ambient temperature of an environ-
ment in which the sensor is located.

5. A home automation system having a security sub-
system, a lighting sub-system, and an environmental control
sub-system, comprising:

a controller for providing centralized control of a plurality

of sub-systems in said home automation system;

a host interface for interfacing said central controller to a
network;

a plurality of nodes connected to said network in a free
form topology, said nodes being located in said sub-
systems;

wherein said controller and said nodes communicate with
cach other by transmitling messages, each message
comprising a destination address designating a node to
receive the message and wherein only said node having
said destination address intercepts said transmitted
message off of said network;

wherein said controller periodically supplies a signal to a
watch dog timer circuit, said watch dog timer circuit
including timer means which initiates a phone call to an
off-site location when said operation signal is not
received in a predetermined time interval thereby indi-
cating to said off-site location that said processor is not
operational.

6. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said message further comprises a source address
indicating a source of the message, a message lype segment
indicating the type of the message, a data length segment
indicating the length of the message, and data.

7. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said destination address comprises a domain seg-
ment, a node ID segment, a type segment, a subtype seg-
ment, a board segment, and a connection segment.
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8. The home automation system as sct forth in claim 5,
wherein each hardware device on said network has a mirror
image software object residing in said controller.

9. The home automation system as sel forth in claim 8,
wherein when said controller need to obtain information
from a hardware device, said controller transmits a message
to its mirror image software object which then transmits said
message to its associated hardware device.

10. The home automation system as set forth in claim 8,
wherein data has been requested from a hardware device
from another node, said hardware device transmits said data
to its mirror image software object which then transmits said
data to said another node.

11. The home automation system as set forth in claim 8,
wherein said destination address comprises a domain seg-
ment for distinguishing each hardware device from its
mirror image software object.

12. The home automation system as sel forth in claim 5,
wherein said destination address comprises a domain seg-
ment, a type segment, and a node ID segment that uniquely
identify each node.

13. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said destination address comprises a type segment
that distinguishes one type of node from other types of
nodes.

14. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said destination address comprises a subtype seg-
ment that identifies the type of each hardware device con-
nected to said plurality of nodes.

15. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said controller broadcasts a single message to every
hardware device sharing the same subtype segment.

16. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said destination address comprises a board segment
that identifies the location of each hardware device con-
nected to said plurality of nodes.

17. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said destination address comprises a connection
segment that identifies every comnection on a hardware
device, said hardware device being connected to one of said
plurality of nodes.

18. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said controller transmits a plurality of diagnostic
messages and each node on the network transmits an
acknowledgement message back to the controller; and

wherein said controller determines whether a node has
been disconnected from the network based upon a
comparison of the acknowledgement messages
received from the nodes to a directory containing a
configuration of said network.

19. The home automation system as set forth in claim 5,
wherein said environmental control sub-system is controlled
by one of said plurality of nodes, said one of said nodes
providing first signals to operate a temperature sensor circuit
in a mode wherein said lemperature sensor circuit provides
a signal indicating an ambient temperature of an environ-
ment in which the sensor is located.

20. A home automation system having a plurality of
sub-systems, such as a security sub-system, a lighting sub-
system, and an environmental control sub-system, compris-
ing: '

a controller for providing centralized control of said

plurality of sub-systems in said home automation sys-
tem, said plurality of sub-systems being similarly
coupled in a network along a common signal path;

a watch dog timer circuit, said controller periodically

supplying a signal to said watch dog timer circuit which
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initiates a phone call to an off-site location when said
operational signal is not received in a predetermined
interval thereby indicating to said off-site location that
said controller is not operational;

a host interface for interfacing said central controller to
said network;

a first user interface connected to said network for
enabling a user to interface with a first sub-system in
said home automation system to control a first hard-
ware device in a first and second manner respectively
in response to a first user input and a second user input;
and

a second user interface connected to said network for
enabling said user to interface with a second sub-
system in said home automation system to control a
second hardware device in said first and second manner
respectively in response to said first user input and said
second user input;

wherein said first input from said user is used at said first
user interface and said second user interface to respec-
tively contro] both said first hardware device and said
second hardware device in said first manner, and said
second input from said user is used at said first user
interface and said second user interface to respectively
control said first hardware device and said second
hardware device in said second manner;

whereby said user similarly controls said first hardware
device and said second hardware device in a consistent
manner when interfacing with either of said first sub-
system or said second sub-system.

21. The home automation system as set forth in claim 20,

wherein said first user interface comprises:

first means for detecting input signals from said user at
said first user interface;

first means for toggling activation of said first hardware
device associated with said first sub-system with detec-
tion, by said first detecting means, of said first input
from said user;
first means for increasing a value of a parameter associ-
ated with said first hardware device with detection, by
said first detecting means, of said second input from
said user; and
first means for decreasing a value of said parameter with
detection, by said first detecting means, of a third input
from said user; and
wherein said second user interface comprises:
second means for detecting input signals from said user
at said second user interface;
second means for toggling activation of said second
hardware device associated with said second sub-
system with detection, by said second detecting
means, of said first input from said user;
second means for increasing a value of a parameter
associated with said second hardware device with
detection, by said second detecting means, of said
second input from said user; and
second means for decreasing a value of said parameter
with detection, by said second detecting means, of
said third input from said user;
whereby said first hardware device and its associated
parameter and said second hardware device and its
associated parameter are similarly controlled by said
first input, said second input, and said third input.
22. The home automation system as set forth in claim 21,
wherein said first input from said user comprises a toggie of
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a button, said second input from said user comprises a
holding down of said button past a time out period, and said
third input from said user comprises the holding down of
said button past a time out period followed by a release of
said button and then a second holding down of said button.

23. The home automation system as set forth in claim 20,
wherein said first sub-system comprises said lighting control
sub-system, said first hardware device comprises a light,
said parameter associated with said first hardware device
comprises an intensity of said light; and

said second sub-system comprises said environmental
control sub-system, said second hardware device com-
prises a heating unit, and said parameter associated
with said second hardware device comprises a heat set
point.

24. A home automation system having a home security
sub-system, a lighting sub-system, and an environmental
control sub-system, comprising:

a controller for providing centralized control of said
plurality of sub-systems in said home automation sys-
tem;

a watch dog timer circuit, said controller periodically
supplying a signal to said watch dog timer circuit which
initiates a phone call to an off-site location when said
operational signal is not received in a predetermined
interval thereby indicating to said off-site location that
said controller is not operational;

a host interface for interfacing said central controller to a
network; and

a plurality of nodes connected to said network in a free
form topology, said nodes being located in said sub-
systems;

wherein said environmental control sub-system includes a
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) con-
troller which controls operation of a HVAC unit
according to a comparison of a first signal correspond-
ing to a desired temperature and a second signal
corresponding to an actual temperature value, said
actual temperature value being obtained from a tem-
perature sensor circuit.

25. The home automation system as set forth in claim 24,
wherein said temperature sensor circuit comprises a fixed
current source in parallel with a temperature-dependent
variable circuit, said temperature sensor circuit outputting a
temperature dependent current to converier means for
obtaining said second signal from said temperature depen-
dent current.

26. The home automation system according to claim 35
wherein said temperature-dependent variable circuit com-
prises:

a temperature dependent sensor, said temperature depen-

dent sensor outputting a voltage which varies linearly
with changes in ambient temperature; and

means for converting said voltage to a current.

27. The home automation system according to claim 26,
wherein said means for converting said voltage to a current
includes an operational amplifier having an output coupled
to a base terminal of a transistor, said transistor having an
emitter terminal coupled to a resistive element and an input
to said operational amplifier.

28. The home automation system according to claim 27,
wherein said fixed current source includes a voltage sensor
which supplies a fixed voltage to a first input of a second
operational amplifier, said second operational amplifier hav-
ing an output coupled to a base terminal of a second
transistor, said second transistor having an emitter terminal
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coupled to a second resistive element and an input to a
second input of said second operational amplifier.

29. A home automation system having a plurality of
sub-systems, such as a security sub-system, a lighting sub-
system, and an environmental control sub-system, compris-
ing:

a controller for providing centralized control of said
plurality of sub-systems in said home automation sys-
tem;

a watch dog circuit, said controller periodically supplying
a signal to said watch dog timer circuit which initiates
a phone call to an off-site location when said opera-
lional signal is not received in a predetermined interval
thereby indicating to said off-site location that said
controller is not operational;

a first status indicating means connected to a first sub-
system in said home automation system and connected
to said network for enabling a user to ascertain the
status of a first set of objects in said first sub-system;
and

a second status indicating means connecied to a second
sub-system in said home automation system and con-
nected to said network for enabling said user to ascer-
tain the status of a second set of objects in said second
sub-system;

wherein said first status indicating means and said second
status indicating means represent similar states of said
first set of objects and said second set of objects with
the same set of indicating signals;

whereby said user ascertains the status of said first set of
objects and of said second set of objects in a common,
consistent manner with respect to both said first sub-
system and said second sub-system.

30. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein said first status indicating means and said second
status indicating means comprise an LED associated with
cach object in said automation system.

31. The home automation system as set forth in claim 30,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
comprises a solid on or solid off LED for respectively
indicating that its associated object is turned on or off.,

32. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
comprises an LED flashing in a pattern for indicating that its
associated object is a slave object being assigned to a master
object.

33. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
comprises an LED flashing in a pattern for indicating that its
associated object is a master object being tuned to accept
slave objects.

34. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
comprises an LED flashing in a pattern for indicating that a
diagnostic program has found a problem with its associated
object.

35. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
comprises an LED flashing in a pattern for indicating that its
associated object will be tumed off after a time out period.

36. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
comprises an LED flashing in a pattern for indicating that its
associated object will be turned on after a time out period.

37. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein an indicating signal in said set of indicating signals
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comprises an LED pulsing in a sequence for indicating a
value of a parameter associated with its associated object.

38. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein a single LED in each keypad will be dimly lit in
order to reveal the location of said keypad.

39. The home automation system as set forth in claim 29,
wherein said first set of objects and said second set of objects
comprise devices, scenes, scene sets, and security modes.

40. The home automation system as set forth in claim 39,
wherein:

said first and second status indicating means respectively
comprise first and second button keypads with each
keypad having a plurality of buttons; and

a device, scene, scene set, or security mode is labelled on
each button with devices being labelled in a first
manner, scenes in a second manner, scene sets in a third
manner, and security modes in a fourth manner;

whereby a user can asceriain whether a particular button
is assigned to a device, a scene, a scene set, or a security
mode by the labelling of said particular button.

41. A residential automation system utilizing a consistent

interface comprising:

a plurality of sub-systems including a home security
sub-system, a lighting sub-system, and an environmen-
tal control sub-system, each being similarly coupled in
a network along a common signal path;

a plurality of logical objects automatically controlled with
said system, each object being associated with one or
more of said plurality of sub-systems;

a controller for providing centralized control of said
plurality of sub-systems in said home automation sys-
tem;

a watch dog circuil, said controller periodically supplying
a signal to said watch dog timer circuit which initiates
a phone call to an off-site location when said opera-
tional signal is not received in a predetermined interval
thereby indicating to said off-site location that said
controller is not operational;

a host interface for interfacing said central controller to
said network;

a plurality of nodes connected to said network in a free
form topology, said nodes being located in said sub-
systems;

interface means for controlling operation of each said
logical object in a common, consistent manner, said
interface means including a plurality of keypads each
comprising a plurality of manually operable inputs for
generating requests to control one of said plurality of
logical objects.

42. The residential automation system according to claim
41, wherein each said manually operable input includes a
button provided with indicia which uniquely identifies a type
of logical object controlled thereby.

43. The residential automation system according to claim
42, wherein said requests are generated by a toggling one of
said buttons, by a holding down of one of said buttons past
a time out period, or by a first holding down of one of said
buttons down past a time out period followed by a release of
said button and then a second holding down of said button,

44. The residential automation system according to claim
41, wherein said logical objects include hardware devices,
scenes, scene sets and security modes.

45. The residential automation system according to claim
41, further comprising status indicating means connected to
each sub-system in said plurality of sub-systems for
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enabling a user to ascertain the status of one or more of said
logical objects in each sub-system.

46. The residential automation system according to claim
45, wherein said indicating means comprises a plurality of
LEDs each of which is associated with one of said logical
objects, said LEDs providing indicating signals indicative of
a characteristic said status of a corresponding one of said
logical objects.

47. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include a solid on or solid
off LED for respectively indicating that its associated object
is turned on or off.

48. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include an LED flashing
in a pattern for indicating that its associated object is a slave
object being assigned to a master object.

49. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include an LED flashing
in a pattern for indicating that its associated object is a
master object being tuned to accept slave objects.

50. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include an LED flashing
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in a pattern for indicating that a diagnostic program has
found a problem with its associated object.

51. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include an LED flashing
in a pattern for indicating that its associated object will be
turned off after a time out period.

52. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include an LED flashing
in a pattern for indicating that its associated object will be
turned on after a time out period.

53. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein said indicating signals include an LED pulsing
in a sequence for indicating a value of a parameter associ-
ated with its associated object.

54. The residential automation system according to claim
46, wherein a single LED in each keypad will be dimly lit
in order to reveal the location of said keypad.
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