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sessions 24. The operation begins with Step 359 in which the first messaging client
establishes the first communication connection 16. Next, in Step 360, a counter is set to
N=1. Next, in Step 362, the process determines whether the first messaging client 14 is
participating in an Nth messaging session. In Step 364, when the first messaging client 14 is
not participating in the Nth messaging session, the counter is incremented by one (1). Next,
in Step 365, the process determines whether or not the Nth messaging session exists. When
the Nth session does not exist, the process ends. When the Nth messaging session does
exist, the process returns to Step 362 in which it is determined whether the first messaging
client 14 is participating in the Nth messaging session. In Step 366, when the first
messaging client 14 is participating in the Nth messaging session in Step 362, the Nth
messaging session including its associated session data is included in the first
communication connection 16. Next, in Step 368, it is determined whether the Nth
messaging session is requested or required to be transferred from the first messaging client
14 to the second messaging client 20. When the Nth messaging session is not requested or
required to be transferred in Step 368, the process returns to Step 366 in which the first
communication connection 16 continues to include the Nth messaging session. In Step 370,
when, in Step 368, the Nth messaging session is being transferred, session data for the Nth
messaging session is included in the plurality of session data 36 of the first client data 17.
The session data included for the Nth messaging session can be, for example, the Nth
session identifier 41, the Nth session priority 42, the Nth session preferences 43, the Nth
session participants 44 and/or the Nth session history 45. Next, in Step 310, at least a
portion of the first client data 17 including the session data for the Nth messaging session is
transferred from the first messaging client 14 to the second messaging client 20. It will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that, in accordance with the present invention,
the plurality of session data for each messaging session to be transferred can be transferred
separately. Alternatively, in accordance with the present invention, the plurality of session
data for all messaging sessions being transferred can be transferred at one time in one or
more communications. Next, in Step 312, the process determines whether or not the second
communication connection 22 has been established. In Step 318, when the second
communication connection 22 has not been established, the second communication
connection 22 is established. In Step 372, when the second communication connection 22 is
already established in Step 312, or after the second communication connection 22 is

established in Step 318, the Nth messaging session, along with any portion of the first client
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data 17 transferred, is included within the second communication connection 22 for the
second messaging client 20. Next, in Step 374, the process determines whether a
notification of data transfer is required or requested. In step 376, when a notification is
required or requested, the notification is sent. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill
in the art that the notification of data transfer can be sent for each messaging session
separately. Alternatively, in accordance with the present invention, the notification of data
transfer can be sent for all messaging sessions being transferred in one notification message.
In accordance with the present invention, the notification of data transfer can be sent to at
least one of the plurality of messaging clients 12 participating in the Nth messaging session.
Alternatively or additionally, the notification of data transfer can be sent to the message
server 172. The notification of data transfer can be sent from the first messaging client 14,
from the second messaging client 20, from the message server 172, or an equivalent.
Preferably, the notification includes the client profile 85 stored in the device in which the
second messaging client 20 operates. The message communication system 10, 170,
including one or more of the plurality of messaging clients 12 and/or the message server
172, can modify the content sent to the second messaging client 20 based on the client
profile 85. Next, the process returns to Step 364 in which the counter is incremented.

FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating one embodiment of the operation of the messaging
communication system 170 in which the plurality of messaging sessions 24 includes the
multiple user messaging session 19. The operation begins with Step 378 in which the
multiple user messaging session 19 is established within the messaging communication
system 170. The multiple user messaging session 19 includes the plurality of session
messages 61 among the plurality of messaging clients 12. Next, in Step 380, the process
determines whether the first messaging client 12 is participating in the multiple user
messaging session 19. When the first messaging client 12 is not participating in the multiple
user messaging session 19, the process ends. In Step 381, when the first messaging client 12
is participating in the multiple user messaging session 19, the first communication
connection 16 includes the multiple user messaging session 19. Further, the data for the
multiple user messaging session 19 is part of the plurality of session data 36. Data for the
multiple user messaging session 19 can be, for example, the session identifier 41, the session
priority 42, the session preferences 43, the session participants 44 and/or the session history
45 of the multiple user messaging session 19. Next, in Step 304, the process determines

whether a data transfer is required or requested. When no data transfer is required or
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requested in Step 304, the first communication connection 16 including the multiple user
messaging session 19 is maintained in Step 381. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary
skill in the art that the plurality of session data 36 for the multiple user messaging session 19
is updated periodically as the multiple user messaging session 19 continues. (not shown)
Next, in Step 310, when a data transfer is requested or required in Step 304 at least a portion
of the first client data 17 including the plurality of session data 36 is transferred from the
first messaging client 14 to the second messaging client 20.

Next, in Step 382, a data transfer message 384 is sent to the message server 170.
Preferably, the data transfer message 384 is as illustrated in FIG. 19. The data transfer
message 384 preferably includes a session reservation 385. For example, the session
reservation 385 could save a connection within the multiple user messaging session 19 for
any messaging client that is being used by the same account identifier used in the first
messaging client 14. As shown in FIG. 19, the data transfer message 384 alternatively
includes the session identifier 41 of the multiple user messaging session 19, the first client
identifier 15 of the first messaging client 14, the second client identifier 21 of the second
messaging client 20, and the session reservation 385. The session reservation 385 saves a
connection within the multiple user messaging session 19 for the second messaging client 20
having the second client identifier 21. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the
art that the data transfer message 384 can be sent using a network connection, a wireless
connection such as through the wireless communication system 114, a wired connection
such as through the wired communication system 89 or the broadcast messaging system 274,
or an equivalent.

Referring back to FIG. 18, next, in Step 383, the second messaging client 20
establishes the second communication connection 22 for participating within the multiple
user messaging session 19. In one embodiment of the present invention, the message server
172 can require that Step 383 be performed within a specific time period after it received the
data transfer message 384. (not shown) If this time is exceeded, the message server 172 can
release the reserved seat to be used by any of the plurality of messaging clients 12. The
operation of the message communication system 170 as illustrated in FIG. 18 provides a
means for the first account user 29 to ensure that there is an opening within the multiple user
messaging session 19 when the first account user 29 transfers at least a portion of the first
client data 17 including the plurality of session data 36 (and accordingly the communication

means) from the first messaging client 14 to the second messaging client 20. This operation
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is especially beneficial in situations in which there are a limited number of available
openings within the multiple user messaging session 19 and the first account user 29 could
lose his/her space during the transfer of data from one messaging client to another
messaging client.

5 FIG. 20 is a signaling flow diagram illustrating an example of the interaction
between the elements of the messaging communication system 10, 170, according to the
present invention. Specifically, FIG. 20 illustrates the interaction between the first
messaging client 14, the seccond messaging client 20, the messaging client 26, and the
message server 172. In accordance with the present invention, as illustrated in FIG. 20,a

10  second account user, such as the account user 30, logs onto the messaging client 26 and
sends a notification signal 388 to the message server 172. Preferably, the notification signal
388 further includes the second account identifier of the second account user. The
notification signal 388 for example, includes the connection information (i.e.: IP address and
number of the port assigned to the messaging client) of the messaging client 26. Similarly,
the first account user 29 logs onto the first messaging client 14 and sends a notification
signal 386 to the message server 172. The notification signal 386 for example, includes the
connection information (i.e.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the messaging

client) of the first messaging client 14. Preferably, the notification signal 386 also includes

the first account identifier of the first account user 29. It will be appreciated by one of
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* 20  ordinary skill in the art that alternatively, the notification signals 386 and 388 can be sent
directly to one or more of the plurality of messaging clients 12. In response to receiving the
notification signal 386 from the messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal
388 from the first messaging client 14, the message server 172 sends a client availability
signal 390 to the messaging client 26. The client availability signal 390 informs the second

25  account user via the messaging client 26 that the first account user 29 is available for real
time electronic communications such as for participation in one or more of the plurality of
messaging sessions 24. Similarly, in response to receiving the notification signal 386 from
the messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first messaging
client 14, the message server 172 sends a client availability signal 392 to the first messaging

30  client 14. The client availability signal 392 informs the first account user 29 via the first
messaging client 14 that the second account user is available for real time electronic
communications such as for participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging

sessions 24. Next, the first account user 29 initiates the messaging session 40 with the
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second account user by sending a session message 394 to the message server 172. The
message server 172, acting as a store and forward device, sends a session message signal
396 containing substantially the same message information as the session message 394 to
the second account user via the messaging client 26. In response to receiving the session
message signal 396, a window is created on the display of the messaging device in which the
second messaging client 26 operates and the session message 46, preferably along with the
first account identifier of the first account user 29, is displayed in the created window. Next,
the second account user via the messaging client 26 sends a response message 398 to the
message server 172. The message server 172, acting as a store and forward device, sends a
response message signal 400 to the first account user 29 via the first messaging client 14
containing substantially the same message information as the response message 398. In
response to receiving the response message signal 400, the created messaging session
window is updated on the display of the messaging device in which the first messaging
client 14 operates and the session message contained within the response message 398,
preferably along with the second account identifier of the second account user, is displayed.
Although one session message 394 and one response message 398 is illustrated by way of
example in FIG. 20, it will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the
messaging session 40 between the first account user’s first messaging client 14 and the
second account user’s messaging client 26 can include a plurality of session messages and a
plurality of response messages. Further, although the interaction of two account users and
two messaging clients is illustrated by way of example in FIG. 20, it will be appreciated by
one of ordinary skill in the art that the messaging session 40 can include a plurality of
messaging clients and an associated plurality of account users. Further, it will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the session message 394 can be sent
directly from the first messaging client 14 to the messaging client 26; and similarly the
response message 398 can be sent directly from the messaging client 26 to the first
messaging client 14, without the interface of the message server 170, in accordance with the
present invention.

According to the present invention, an account user can choose to initiate a data
transfer. As illustrated in FIG. 20, the first account user 29 via the first messaging client 14
sends a transfer request signal 402 including at least a portion of the first client data 17 such
as the plurality of session data 36 currently contained on the first account user’s first

messaging client 14 to the message server 172. The transfer request signal 402 preferably
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also includes a request to the message server 172 to transfer at least a portion of the first
client data 17 including the plurality of session data 36 to a new messaging client such as the
second messaging client 20. For example, the first messaging client 14 can be a fixed
personal computer such as the fixed network device 50 in the office of the first account user
29. The first account user 29 has the need to become mobile. The second messaging client
20 can be a cellular telephone such as the mobile device 90. The first account user 29,
according to the present invention, can pass the current messaging session from his/her
personal computer to his/her cellular telephone with no loss of communication or of session
data. Similarly, the transfer request signal 402 can include a request for the message server
172 to pass the plurality of session data 36 for more than one messaging session. In
response to receiving the transfer request signal 402, the message server 172 determines
whether the second messaging client 20 is currently connected onto the message server 172.
(not shown) For example, the message server 172 determines whether the second messaging
client 20 has established the second communication connection 22. When the second
messaging client 20 is not currently connected with the message server 172, the message
server 172 stores the plurality of session data 36 and/or the first client data 17 if so requested
until the second messaging client 20 is connected. (not shown) When the second messaging
client 20 is connected to the message server 172, the message server 172 sends the data
signal 404 including the plurality of session data 36 and/or any portion of the first client data
17 received from the first messaging client 14 within the transfer request signal 404 to the
second messaging client 20. The second messaging client 20 stores the plurality of session
data 36 and/or the portion of the first client data 17 in memory and displays the session
history 45 for access and use by the first account user 29 on the display of the messaging
device in which the second messaging client 20 operates. It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the data signal 404 can include the plurality of session data 36
for one messaging session or for a plurality of messaging sessions, or can include the first
client data 17 or the client data portion 18 of the first client data 17 for the first messaging
client 14. Similarly the messaging device in which the second messaging client 20 operates
can store one messaging session or a plurality of messaging sessions, the first client data 17
or the client data portion 18 of the first client data 17 in its memory in response to receiving
the data signal 404. Preferably, in response to receiving the data signal 404, the second
messaging client 20 sends an acknowledgement signal 406 to the message server 172. The

message server 172 also preferably sends a transfer acknowledgement signal 410 to the first
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account user’s first messaging client 14. The messaging session 40 seamlessly continues
between the first account user 29 and the second account user through the second messaging
client 20 and the messaging client 26 as illustrated by the plurality of session messages 412
to 422. The messaging session 40 continues seamlessly without the second account user
being necessarily aware of the transfer of the first client data from the first account user’s
first messaging client 14 to his/her second messaging client 20. It will be appreciated by one
of ordinary skill in the art that although only a second account user is shown in FIG. 20 by
way of example, the messaging session 40 can continue seamlessly between a plurality of
account users and associated plurality of messaging clients.

Preferably, the first messaging client 14 is disconnected from the messaging session
40 upon completion of the data transfer. (not shown) It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the first messaging client 14 can be automatically disconnected
from the messaging session 40 or alternatively the first messaging client 14 can be
disconnected manually by the first account user 29. Similarly, it will be appreciated by one
of ordinary skill in the art the first messaging client 14 can continue to be active in the
messaging session 40 along with the second messaging client 20. (not shown)

FIG. 21 is a signaling flow diagram illustrating the interaction between the elements
of the messaging communication system 10,170, according to the present invention.
Specifically, FIG. 21 illustrates the interaction between the first messaging client 14, the
second messaging client 20, the messaging client 26, and the message server 172, according
to the present invention. In accordance with the present invention, as illustrated in FIG. 21,
a second account user, such as the account user 30, logs onto the messaging client 26 and
sends a notification signal 388 to the message server 172. For example, the messaging client
26 establishes the communication connection 28. The notification signal 388 for example,
includes the connection information (i.e.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the
messaging client) of the messaging client 26. Preferably, the notification signal 388 further
includes the second account identifier of the second account user. Similarly, the first
account user 29 logs onto the first messaging client 14 and sends a notification signal 386 to
the message server 172. For example, the first messaging client 14 establishes the first
communication connection 16. The notification signal 386 for example, includes the
connection information (i.e.: [P address and number of the port assigned to the messaging
client) of the first messaging client 14. Preferably, the notification signal 386 also includes

the first account identifier of the first account user 29. It will be appreciated by one of
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ordinary skill in the art that alternatively, the notification signals 386 and 388 can be sent
directly to one or more of the plurality of messaging clients 12. In response to receiving the
notification signal 386 from the messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal
388 from the first messaging client 14, the message server 172 sends a client availability
signal 390 to the messaging client 26. The client availability signal 390 informs the second
account user via the messaging client 26 that the first account user 29 is available for real
time electronic communications such as participation in one or more messaging sessions.
Similarly, in response to receiving the notification signal 386 from the messaging client 26,
and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first messaging client 14, the message
server 172 sends a client availability signal 392 to the first messaging client 14. The client
availability signal 392 informs the first account user 29 via the first messaging client 14 that
the second account user is available for real time electronic communications such as
participation in one or more messaging sessions. Next, the first account user 29 initiates the
messaging session 40 with the second account user by sending a session message 424 to the
message server 172. The message server 172, in response to receiving the session message
424 sends a messaging session participation request 426 to the second account user via the
messaging client 26. The messaging client 26 asks the second account user if he/she wants
to participate in the messaging session 40 with the first account user 29. When the second
account user does not accept the messaging session participation request 426, the process
stops. (not shown) When the second account user does accept the messaging session
participation request 426, the messaging client 26 sends a messaging session participation
acceptance signal 428 to the message server 172. The message server 172, in response to
receiving the messaging session participation acceptance signal 428, sends a session
message signal 396 containing substantially the same message information as the session
message 424 to the second account user via the messaging client 26. In response to
receiving the session message signal 396, a window is created on the display of the
messaging device in which the messaging client 26 operates and the session message 46,
preferably along with the first account identifier of the first account user 29, is displayed on
the created window. Next, the second account user via the messaging client 26 sends a
response message 398 to the message server 172. The message server 172, acting as a store
and forward device, sends a response message signal 400 to the first account user 29 via the
first messaging client 14 containing substantially the same message information as the

response message 398. In response to receiving the response message signal 400, the open
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display window is updated on the display of the messaging device in which the first
messaging client 14 operates and the session message, preferably along with the second
account identifier of the second account user, is displayed. Although one session message
396 and one response message 398 is illustrated by way of example in FIG. 21, it will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the messaging session 40 between the first
account user’s first messaging client 14 and the second account user’s messaging client 26
can include a plurality of session messages and a plurality of response messages. Further,
although the interaction of two account users and two messaging clients is illustrated by way
of example in FIG. 21, it will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the
messaging session can include a plurality of messaging clients and an associated plurality of
account users.

According to the present invention, an account user can choose to initiate a data
transfer. As illustrated in FIG. 21, the first account user 29 via the second messaging client
20 sends a transfer request signal 430 to the first account user’s first messaging client 14. In
response, the first messaging client 14 sends a connection discovery and verification signal
432 to the second messaging client 20. The second messaging client 20 then sends an
acknowledgement signal 434 to the first messaging client 14. The acknowledgement signal
434 preferably includes verification data in which the first messaging client 14 can verify the
validity of the second messaging client 20. The first messaging client 14 then sends a data
signal 436 to the second messaging client 20. In a preferred embodiment, the second
messaging client 20includes session transfer capabilities. Alternatively, the messaging
device in which the second messaging client 20 operates includes the data transfer
application 83. The first account user 29 launches the data transfer application 83 or
alternatively the data transfer capabilities of the second messaging client 20, and utilizes the
data transfer application 83 and/or the second messaging client 20 to achieve the transfer of
at least a portion of the first client data 17 including the plurality of session data 36 from the
first messaging client 14. The data transfer application 83 stores first client data received
including the plurality of session data 36 for the messaging session 40 in the memory of the
messaging device and launches the second messaging client 20 if it is not already active.
The messaging device in which the second messaging client 20 operates displays the session
history 45 for access and use by the first account user 29 on the messaging device in which
the second messaging client 20 operates. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in

the art that the session data signal 436 can include the plurality of session data 36 for one
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messaging session or for a plurality of messaging sessions, or can include the first client data
17 or the client data portion 18 of the first client data 17 for the first messaging client 14.
Similarly the messaging device in which the second messaging client 20 operates can store
one messaging session or a plurality of messaging sessions, the first client data 17 or the
client data portion 18 of the first client data 17 in its memory in response to receiving the
session data signal 436.

The messaging session 40 continues between the first account user 29 and the second
account user through the second messaging client 20 and the messaging client 26 as
illustrated by the plurality of session messages 412 to 422. The messaging session 40
continues seamlessly without the second account user being necessarily aware of the transfer
of the portion of the first client data 17 including the plurality of session data 36 from the
first messaging client 14 to the second messaging client 20. It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that although only a second account user is shown in FIG. 21 by way
of example, the messaging session 40 can continue secamlessly between a plurality of
account users and associated plurality of messaging clients.

Preferably, the first messaging client 14 is disconnected from the messaging session
40 upon completion of the data transfer. (not shown) It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the first messaging client 14 can be automatically disconnected
from the messaging session 40 or alternatively the first messaging client 14 can be
disconnected manually by the first account user 29. Similarly, it will be appreciated by one
of ordinary skill in the art the first messaging client 14 can continue to be active in the
messaging session 40 along with the second messaging client 20. (not shown)

FIG. 22 is a signaling flow diagram illustrating the interaction between the elements
of the messaging communication system 10, 170, according to the present invention.
Specifically, FIG. 22 illustrates the interaction between the first messaging client 14, the
second messaging client 20, the messaging client 26, and the message server 172. In
accordance with the present invention, as illustrated in FIG. 22, a second account user, such
as the account user 30, logs onto the messaging client 26 and sends a notification signal 388
to the message server 172. For example, the messaging client 26 establishes the
communication connection 28. The notification signal 388 for example, includes the
connection information (i.c.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the messaging

client) of the messaging client 26. Preferably, the notification signal 388 further includes the

second account identifier of the second account user. Similarly, the first account user 29
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logs onto the first messaging client 14 and sends a notification signal 386 to the message
server 172. For example, the first messaging client 14 establishes the first communication
connection 16. The notification signal 386 for example, includes the connection information
(i.e.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the messaging client) of the first
messaging client 14. Preferably, the notification signal 386 also includes the first account
identifier of the first account user 29. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art
that alternatively, the notification signals 386 and 388 can be sent directly to one or more of
the plurality of messaging clients 12. In response to receiving the notification signal 386
from the messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first
messaging client 14, the message server 172 sends a client availability signal 390 to the
messaging client 26. The client availability signal 390 informs the second account user via
the messaging client 26 that the first account user 29 is available for real time electronic
communications such as participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging sessions
24. Similarly, in response to receiving the notification signal 386 from the messaging client
26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first messaging client 14, the message
server 172 sends a client availability signal 392 to the first messaging client 14. The client
availability signal 392 informs the first account user 29 via the first messaging client 14 that
the second account user is available for real time electronic communications such as
participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging sessions 24. Next, the first
account user 29 initiates the messaging session 40 with the second account user by sending a
session message 424 to the message server 172. The message server 172, in response to
receiving the real time electronic message 424 sends a messaging session participation
request 426 to the second account user via the messaging client 26. The messaging client 26
asks the second account user if he/she wants to participate in the messaging session 40 with
the first account user 29. When the second account user does not accept the messaging
session participation request 426, the process stops. (not shown) When the second account
user does accept the messaging session participation request 426, the messaging client 26
sends a messaging session participation acceptance signal 428 to the message server 172.
The message server 172, in response (o receiving the messaging session participation
acceptance signal 428, sends a session message signal 396 containing substantially the same
message information as the session message 424 to the second account user via the
messaging client 26. In response to receiving the session message signal 396, a window is

created on the display of the messaging device in which the messaging client 26 operates
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and the session message 46, preferably along with the first account identifier of the first
account user 29, is displayed. Next, the second account user via the messaging client 26
sends a response message 398 to the message server 172. The message server 172, acting as
a store and forward device, sends a response message signal 400 to the first account user 29
via the first messaging client 14 containing substantially the same message information as
the response message 398. In response to receiving the response message signal 400, the
open display window is updated on the display of the messaging device in which the first
messaging client 14 operates and the session message, preferably along with the second
account identifier of the second account user, is displayed. Although one session message
396 and one response message 398 is illustrated by way of example in FIG. 22, it will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the messaging session 40 between the first
account user’s first messaging client 14 and the second account user’s messaging client 26
can include a plurality of session messages and a plurality of response messages. Further,
although the interaction of two account users and two messaging clients is illustrated by way
of example in FIG. 22, it will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the
messaging session 40 can include a plurality of messaging clients and an associated plurality
of account users.

According to the present invention, an account user can choose to initiate a data
transfer. As illustrated in FIG. 22, the first account user 29 via the second messaging client
20 sends a transfer request signal 430 to the first account user’s first messaging client 14. In
response, the first messaging client 14 sends a connection discovery and verification signal
432 to the second messaging client 20. The second messaging client 20 then sends an
acknowledgement signal 434 to the first messaging client 14. The acknowledgement signal
434 preferably includes verification data in which the first messaging client 14 can verify
that the validity of the second messaging client 20. In response to receiving the
acknowledgement signal 434, the first messaging client 14 sends a request for a key 438 to
the message server 172. Next, the message server 172 sends a key signal 440 to the first
messaging client 14. The first messaging client 14 then sends the data and key signal 442 to
the second messaging client 20. The key preferably includes a code by which the second
messaging client 20 can access the messaging session 40. The second messaging client 20
stores the transferred portion of the first client data 17 including the plurality of session data
36 and the key for the messaging session 40 in the memory of the messaging device in

which the second messaging client 20 operates, and displays the session history 45 for
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access and use by the first account user 29 on the display of the messaging client in which
the second messaging client 20 operates. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in
the art that the data and key signal 442 can include session data for one messaging session or
for a plurality of messaging sessions, the first client data 17 or a portion of the first client
data 17; and similarly that the second messaging client 20 can store one messaging session
or a plurality of messaging sessions, the first client data 17 or a portion of the first client data
17 in memory in response to receiving the data and key signal 442. The second messaging
client 20 then launches the data transfer application 83 or alternatively runs the data transfer
software contained within the second messaging client 20. Further, the second messaging
client 20 can cause the messaging device in which the second messaging client 20 operates
to display the session history 45 received from the first messaging client 14 within the data
and key signal 442 for viewing by the first account user 29. Next, the second messaging
client 20 sends a request for connection signal 444 to the message server 172. In response,
the message server 172 sends a security challenge signal 446 to the second messaging client
20. The second messaging client 20 responds to the security challenge signal 446 with a
security response signal 448 which may be calculated from the security challenge signal and
the key to the message server 172. Then the message server 172 sends an acknowledgement
of transfer complete signal 450 to the second messaging client 20. The messaging session
40 has now been transferred from the first messaging client 14 to the second messaging
client 20. Preferably, the second messaging client 20 also sends an acknowledgement of
transfer to the message server 172. (not shown)

The messaging session 40 continues between the first account user 29 and the second
account user through the second messaging client 20 and the messaging client 26 as
illustrated by the plurality of session messages 412 to 422. The messaging session 40
continues seamlessly without the second account user being necessarily aware of the transfer
of the portion of the first client data 17 including the plurality of session data 36 from the
first messaging client 14 to the second messaging client 20. It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that although only a second account user is shown in FIG. 22 by way
of example, the messaging session 40 can continue seamlessly between a plurality of
account users and associated plurality of messaging clients.

Preferably, the first messaging client 14 is disconnected from the messaging session
40 upon completion of the data transfer. (not shown) It will be appreciated by one of

ordinary skill in the art that the first messaging client 14 can be automatically disconnected
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from the messaging session 40 or alternatively the first messaging client 14 can be
disconnected manually by the first account user 29. Similarly, it will be appreciated by one
of ordinary skill in the art that the first messaging client 14 can continue to be active in the
messaging session 40 along with the second messaging client 20. (not shown)

FIG. 23 is a signaling flow diagram illustrating the interaction between the elements
of the messaging communication system 10,170, according to the present invention.
Specifically, FIG. 23 illustrates the interaction between the first messaging client 14, the
second messaging client 20, the messaging client 26, and the message server 172. In
accordance with the present invention, as illustrated in FIG. 23, a second account user, such
as the account user 30, logs onto the messaging client 26 and sends a notification signal 388
to the message server 172. For example, the messaging client 26 establishes the
communication connection 28. The notification signal 388 for example, includes the
connection information (i.e.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the messaging
client) of the messaging client 26. Preferably, the notification signal 388 further includes the
second account identifier of the second account user. Similarly, a first account user 29 logs
onto the first messaging client 14 and sends a notification signal 386 to the message server
172. For example, the first messaging client 14 establishes the first communication
connection 16. The notification signal 386 for example, includes the connection information
(i.e.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the messaging client) of the first
messaging client 14. Preferably, the notification signal 386 also includes the first account
identifier of the first account user 29. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art
that alternatively, the notification signals 386 and 388 can be sent directly to one or more of
the plurality of messaging clients 12. In response to receiving the notification signal 386
from the messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first
messaging client 14, the message server 172 sends a client availability signal 390 to the
messaging client 26. The client availability signal 390 informs the second account user via
the messaging client 26 that the first account user 29 is available for real time electronic
communications such as for participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging
sessions 24. Similarly, in response to receiving the notification signal 386 from the
messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first messaging client
14, the message server 172 sends a client availability signal 392 to the first messaging client
14. The client availability signal 392 informs the first account user 29 via the first

messaging client 14 that the second account user is available for real time electronic
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communications such as participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging sessions
24. Next, the first account user 29 initiates the messaging session 40 with the second
account user by sending a session message 424 to the message server 172. The message
server 172, in response to receiving the session message 424 sends a messaging session
participation request 426 to the second account user via the messaging client 26. The
messaging client 26 asks the second account user if he/she wants to participate in the
messaging session 40 with the first account user 29. When the second account user does not
accept the messaging session participation request 426, the process stops. (not shown)
When the second account user does accept the messaging session participation request 426,
the messaging client 26 sends a messaging session participation acceptance signal 428 to the
message server 172. The message server 172, in response to receiving the messaging
session participation acceptance signal 428, sends a session message signal 396 containing
substantially the same message information as the session message 424 to the second
account user via the messaging client 26. In response to receiving the session message
signal 396, a window is created on the display of the messaging device in which the
messaging client 26 operates and the session message, preferably along with the first account
identifier of the first account user 29, is displayed. . Next, the second account user via the
messaging client 26 sends a response message 398 to the message server 172. The message
server 172, acting as a store and forward device, sends a response message si gnal 400 to the
first account user 29 via the first messaging client 14 containing substantially the same
message information as the response message 398. In response to receiving the response
message signal 400, the open window is updated on the display of the messaging device in
which the first messaging client 14 operates and the session message, preferably along with
the second account identifier of the second account user, is displayed. Although one session
message 396 and one response message 398 is illustrated by way of example in FIG. 23, it
will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the messaging session 40 between
the first account user’s first messaging client 14 and the second account user’s messaging
client 26 can include a plurality of session messages and a plurality of response messages.
Further, although the interaction of two account users and two messaging clients is
illustrated by way of example in FIG. 23, it will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in
the art that the messaging session 40 can include a plurality of messaging clients and an

associated plurality of account users.
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According to the present invention, an account user can choose to launch data

transfer software. As illustrated in FIG. 23, the first account user 29 launches the data

_transfer software within the second messaging client 20 or alternatively the data transfer

application 83. Upon launching the data transfer application 83 or alternatively the data
transfer software within the second messaging client 20, the second messaging client 20
sends a notification of availability signal 452 to the message server 172. In response, the
message server 172 sends an availability signal 454 to the first messaging client 14 and an
availability signal 456 to the messaging client 26. Preferably the signals 452 and 454
include identification information for the second messaging client 20 such as the second
client identifier 21. As illustrated, after receiving the availability notification signal 454, the
first messaging client 14 sends a data signal 458 to the second messaging client 20. The
second messaging client 20 stores the received portion of the first client data 17 including
the plurality of session data 36 for the messaging session 40 in the memory of its associated
messaging device and causes the session history 45 to be displayed on the display of the
messaging device in which the second messaging client 20 operates for access and use by
the first account user 29. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the
data signal 458 can include session data for one messaging session or for a plurality of
messaging sessions, the first client data 17, or a portion of the first client data 17; and
similarly that the second messaging client 20 can store one messaging session or a plurality
of messaging sessions, the first client data 17, or a portion of the first client data 17 in its
memory in response to receiving the session data signal 458.

The messaging session 40 continues between the first account user 29 and the second
account user through the second messaging client 20 and the messaging client 26 as
illustrated by the plurality of session messages 412 to 422. The messaging session 40
continues seamlessly. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that although
only a second account user is shown in FIG. 23 by way of example, the messaging session
40 can continue seamlessly between a plurality of account users and associated plurality of
messaging clients.

Preferably, the first messaging client 14 is disconnected from the messaging session
40 upon completion of the data transfer. (not shown) It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the first messaging client 14 can be automatically disconnected
from the messaging session 40 or alternatively the first messaging client 14 can be

disconnected manually by the first account user 29. Similarly, it will be appreciated by one
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of ordinary skill in the art the first messaging client 14 can continue to be active in the
messaging session 40 along with the second messaging client 20. (not shown)

FIG. 24 is a signaling flow diagram illustrating the interaction between the elements
of the messaging communication system 10, 170, according to the present invention.
Specifically, FIG. 24 illustrates the interaction between the first messaging client 14, the
second messaging client 20, the messaging client 26, and the message server 172. In
accordance with the present invention, as illustrated in FIG. 24, a second account user, such
as the account user 30, logs onto the messaging client 26 and sends a notification signal 388
to the message server 172. The notification signal 388 for example, includes the connection
information (i.e.: IP address and number of the port assigned to the messaging client) of the
messaging client 26. Preferably, the notification signal 388 further includes the second
account identifier of the second account user. Similarly, a first account user 29 logs onto
the first messaging client 14 and sends a notification signal 386 to the message server 172.
The notification signal 386 for example, includes the connection information (i.c.: IP
address and number of the port assigned to the messaging client) of the first messaging
client 14. Preferably, the notification signal 386 also includes the first account identifier of
the first account user 29. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that
alternatively, the notification signals 386 and 388 can be sent directly to one or more of the
plurality of messaging clients 12. In response to receiving the notification signal 386 from
the messaging client 26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first messaging
client 14, the message server 172 sends a client availability signal 390 to the messaging
client 26. The client availability signal 390 informs the second account user via the
messaging client 26 that the first account user 29 is available for real time electronic
communications such as participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging sessions
24. Similarly, in response to receiving the notification signal 386 from the messaging client
26, and receiving the notification signal 388 from the first messaging client 14, the message
server 172 sends a client availability signal 392 to the first messaging client 14. The client
availability signal 392 informs the first account user 29 via the first messaging client 14 that
the second account user is available for real time electronic communications such as
participation in one or more of the plurality of messaging sessions 24. Next, the first
account user 29 initiates the messaging session 40 with the second account user by sending a
session message 424 to the message server 172. The message server 172, in response to

receiving the scssion message 424 sends a messaging session participation request 426 to the
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second account user via the messaging client 26. The messaging client 26 asks the second
account user if he/she wants to participate in the messaging session 40 with the first account
user 29. When the second account user does not accept the messaging session participation
request 426, the process stops. (not shown) When the second account user does accept the
messaging session participation request 426, the messaging client 26 sends a messaging
session participation acceptance signal 428 (o the message server 172. The message server
172, in response to receiving the messaging session participation acceptance signal 428,
sends a session message signal 396 containing substantially the same message information
as the session message 424 to the second account user via the messaging client 26. In
response to receiving the real time electronic message signal 396, a window is created on the
display of the messaging device in which the messaging client 26 operates and the session
message 46, preferably along with the first account identifier of the first account user 29, is
displayed. . Next, the second account user via the messaging client 26 sends a response
message 398 to the message server 172. The message server 172, acting as a store and
forward device, sends a response message signal 400 to the first account user 29 via the first
messaging client 14 containing substantially the same message information as the response
message 398. In response to receiving the response message signal 400, the open window is
updated on the display of the messaging device in which the first messaging client 14
operates and the session message, preferably along with the second account identifier of the
second account user, is displayed. Although one session message 396 and one response
message 398 is illustrated by way of example in FIG. 23, it will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the messaging session 40 between the first account user’s first
messaging client 14 and the second account user’s messaging client 26 can include a
plurality of session messages and a plurality of response messages. Further, although the
interaction of two account users and two messaging clients is illustrated by way of example
in FIG. 23, it will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the messaging
session 40 can include a plurality of messaging clients and an associated plurality of account
users.

According to the present invention, an account user can choose to launch data
transfer software. As illustrated in FIG. 24, the first account user 29 launches the transfer
software within the second messaging client 20 or alternatively the data transfer application
83. Upon launching the data transfer application 83 or alternatively the transfer software

within the second messaging client 20, the second messaging client 20 sends a notification
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of availability signal 452 to the message server 172. In response, the message server 172
sends an availability signal 454 to the first messaging client 14 and an availability signal 456
to the messaging client 26. Preferably the signals 452 and 454 include identification
information for the second messaging client 20 such as the second messaging client
identification 382. As illustrated, after receiving the availability signal 454, the first
messaging client 14 sends a data signal 460 to the message server 172. In response, the
message server 172 sends a data signal 462 to the second messaging client 20. The second
messaging client 20 stores the received portion of the first client data 17 including the
plurality of session data 36 for the messaging session 40 in memory and causes the session
history 45 to be displayed on the display of the messaging device in which the second
messaging client 20 operates for access and use by the first account user 29 on the second
messaging client 20. It will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that the data
signals 460 and 462 can include session data for one messaging session or for a plurality of
messaging sessions, the first client data 17, or a portion of the first client data 17; and
similarly that the second messaging client 20 can store one messaging session or a plurality
of messaging sessions, the first client data 17, or a portion of the first client data 17 in
memory in response to receiving the data signals 460 and 462.

The messaging session 40 continues between the first account user 29 and the second
account user through the second messaging client 20 and the messaging client 26 as
illustrated by the plurality of session messages 412 to 422. It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that although only the first account user 29 and a second account user
are shown in FIG. 23 by way of example, the messaging session 40 can continue seamlessly
between a plurality of account users and associated plurality of messaging clients.

Preferably, the first messaging client 14 is disconnected from the messaging session
40 upon completion of the data transfer. (not shown) It will be appreciated by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the first messaging client 14 can be automatically disconnected
from the messaging session 40 or alternatively the first messaging client 14 can be
disconnected manually by the first account user 29. Similarly, it will be appreciated by one
of ordinary skill in the art the first messaging client 14 can continue to be active in the
messaging session 40 along with the second messaging client 20. (not shown)

Although the invention has been described in terms of preferred embodiments, it will
be obvious to those skilled in the art that various alterations and modifications may be made

without departing from the invention. Accordingly, it is intended that all such alterations
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and modifications be considered as within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by

the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
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CLAIMS

1.  Within a messaging communication system having a plurality of messaging
clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients
comprising:

establishing for a first messaging client a first communication connection operating
using a plurality of client data;

transferring the plurality of client data from the first messaging client to a second
messaging client; and

establishing for the second messaging client a second communication connection

operating using the plurality of client data.

2. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 further comprising:

authenticating an account user by the first messaging client using an authentication
key prior to the transferring step;

transferring the authentication key from the first messaging client to the second
messaging client; and

authenticating the account user by the second messaging client using the

authentication key.

3. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the plurality of client data includes a plurality of contact data, and

further wherein the plurality of contact data comprises at least one account identifier.

4. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 3 wherein the plurality of contact data further comprises an account contact

information associated with the at least one account identifier.
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5. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the first messaging client further includes at least one user
preference, the method further comprising:

transferring the at least one user preference from the first messaging client to
the second messaging client; and
operating within the second communication connection by the second

messaging client using the at least one user preference.

6. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 5 wherein the plurality of client data further comprises the at least one user

preference.

7. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the first messaging client operates within a first messaging
device, and further wherein the first messaging device includes a user interface, the method
further comprising prior to the transferring step:

requesting the transfer of the plurality of client data by a user input to the user

interface of the first messaging device.

8. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the second messaging client operates within a second messaging
device, and further wherein the second messaging device includes a user interface, the
method further comprising prior to the transferring step:

requesting the transfer of the plurality of client data by a user input to the user

interface of the second messaging device.

9. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the second messaging client operates within a mobile device,
wherein in the transferring step the transfer of the plurality of client data is in response to a

movement of the mobile device.
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10. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein in the transferring step the transfer of the plurality of client data is

in response to an activation of the second messaging client.

11. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the second messaging client operates within a second messaging
device, wherein the second messaging device includes a data transfer application, and
further wherein in the transferring step the transfer of the plurality of client data is in

response to an activation of the data transfer application.

12. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the first messaging client operates within a first messaging
device, wherein the first messaging device includes a data transfer application, and further
wherein in the transferring step the transfer of the plurality of client data is in response to an

activation of the data transfer application.

13. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein in the transferring step the transfer of the plurality of client data is
in response to the second messaging client establishing the second communication

connection.

14. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 wherein the second messaging client operates within a second messaging
device, and further wherein in the transferring step the transfer of the plurality of client data

is in response to activating the second messaging device.

15. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 further comprising:
disconnecting the first messaging client {rom the first communication connection

prior to the transferring step.
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16. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1 further comprising:
disconnecting the first messaging client from the first communication connection

5  after the transferring step.

17. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 1, wherein the plurality of client data includes at least one client data
portion, and further wherein the transferring step comprises transferring the at least one

10  client data portion..

18. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 17 further comprising prior to the transferring step, sending from the second
messaging client to the first messaging client a client data requirement, wherein the client

data portion is determined using the client data requirement.
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19. Within a messaging communication system having a plurality of messaging
clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients
comprising:

establishing for a first messaging client a first communication connection including a
plurality of client data;

establishing for a second messaging client a second communication connection; and

transferring the plurality of client data from the first messaging client to the second

messaging client in response to the second communication connection.
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20. Within a messaging communication system having a plurality of messaging

clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients

comprising:
establishing for a first messaging client a first communication connection including a

plurality of client data, wherein the first messaging client includes a first account identifier;
providing the first account identifier for the first messaging client to the messaging

communication system;
transferring the plurality of client data from the first messaging client to a second

10  messaging client, wherein the second messaging client includes a second account identifier;
providing the second account identifier from the second messaging client to the

messaging communication system; and
establishing for the second messaging client a second communication connection

including the plurality of client data using the second account identifier.

= H
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21. Within a messaging communication system having a message server for
managing the communication of a plurality of messages among a plurality of messaging
clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients
comprising:

establishing a first communication connection including a plurality of client data
between a first messaging client and the message server;

transferring the plurality of client data from the first messaging client to a second
messaging client; and

establishing a second communication connection including the plurality of client data

between the second messaging client and the message server.

22. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 21 further comprising:

authenticating an account user by the first messaging client using an authentication
key prior to the transferring step.

transferring the authentication key from the first messaging client to the second
messaging client; and

authenticating the account user by the second messaging client using the

authentication key.

23. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 21 wherein the plurality of client data includes a plurality of contact data,

and further wherein the plurality of contact data comprises at least one account identifier.

24. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 23 wherein the plurality of contact data further comprises a contact

information for the at least one account identifier.

25. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 21 wherein the plurality of client data includes at least one user preference.
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26. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 21 wherein the message server includes a server identity, wherein the
plurality of client data includes the server identity, and further wherein the second
communication connection is established using the server identity received within the

plurality of client data.
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27. Within a messaging communication system having a plurality of messaging
clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients
comprising:

establishing a first communication connection for a first messaging client;

establishing at least one messaging session having a session identifier between the
first messaging client and at least one other messaging client of the plurality of messaging
clients;

transferring a plurality of session data for the first session connection including the
session identifier from the first messaging client to a second messaging client;

establishing a second communication connection including the plurality of session
data for the second messaging client; and

participating in the at least one messaging session in the second communication

connection using the session identifier.

28. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 27 further comprising:
sending a notification of session data transfer to at least one other messaging client

participating in the at least one messaging session.

29. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 28 wherein the notification includes a client profile of the second messaging

client.

30. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 28 wherein the notification is sent from the first messaging client.

31. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 28 wherein the notification is sent from the second messaging client.

32. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 28 wherein the messaging communication system further includes a

messaging server, and further wherein the notification is sent from the messaging server.
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33. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 28 further comprising:
informing an account user of the session data transfer by the at least one other

messaging client in response to receiving the notification.

34. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 27 wherein the messaging session includes a session history having at least
one session portion, and further wherein the plurality of session data further includes the

session portion.

35. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 34 further comprising prior to the transferring step, sending from the second
messaging client to the first messaging client a session data requirement, wherein the session

portion is determined using the session data requirement.

36. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 27 wherein the plurality of session data further includes a session priority
indicator, wherein the session priority indicator determines a priority of the messaging

session within the messaging communication system.

37. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 27 wherein the plurality of session data further includes a session priority
indicator, wherein the session priority indicator determines a priority of the messaging

session within the second messaging client.

38. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 27 wherein the plurality of session data includes at least one user preference.
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39. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 27 further comprising:

sending a notification of session data transfer, wherein the notification includes a
client profile for the second messaging client; and

sending a plurality of content to the second messaging client using the client profile.

40. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 39 wherein the notification is sent from the first messaging client and the

plurality of content is sent from at least one other messaging client.
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41. Within a messaging communication system having a plurality of messaging
clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients
comprising:

establishing a first communication connection for a first messaging client;

establishing a plurality of messaging sessions each having a session identifier
between the first messaging client and at least one of the plurality of messaging clients;

transferring a plurality of client data for the first communication connection
including at least one session identifier for at least one messaging session from the first
messaging client to a second messaging client;

establishing a second communication connection including the plurality of client data
for the second messaging client; and

participating in the at least one messaging session in the second communication

connection using the session identifier.

42. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 41 further comprising:
sending a notification of data transfer to at least one of the plurality of messaging

clients participating in the at least one messaging session.

43. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 42 wherein the notification is sent from the first messaging client.

44. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 42 wherein the notification is sent from the second messaging client.

45. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 42 wherein the notification includes a client profile of the second messaging

client.
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46. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 41 further comprising:

sending a notification of data transfer, wherein the notification includes a client

5  profile for the second messaging client; and

sending a plurality of content to the second messaging client using the client profile.

47. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 41 wherein the messaging session includes a session history having at least

10  one session portion, and further wherein the plurality of client data further includes the

session portion.

48. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

g W 5 B I

recited in claim 47 further comprising prior to the transferring step, sending from the second

1f
it el

15 messaging client to the first messaging client a client data requirement, wherein the session

B

portion is determined using the client data requirement.
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49. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
recited in claim 41 wherein the plurality of client data further includes a session priority
= 20  indicator, wherein the session priority indicator determines the priority of the messaging

session within the messaging communication system.

50. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

recited in claim 42 wherein the plurality of client data includes at least one user preference.

25
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51. Within a messaging communication system having a plurality of messaging
clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients
comprising:

5 establishing a first communication connection for a first messaging client;
establishing at least one messaging session having a session identifier between the
first messaging client and at least one other messaging client of the plurality of messaging
clients; |
transferring a plurality of client data for the first communication connection
10  including the session identifier from the first messaging client to a second messaging client;
establishing a second communication connection including the plurality of client data
for the second messaging client; and

adding the second messaging client to the at least one messaging session using the

session identifier.

15
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52. Within a messaging communication system having a message server for
managing a plurality of multiple user messaging sessions, wherein the multiple user
messaging sessions comprise communication of a plurality of session messages among a

5  plurality of messaging clients, a method for providing continuity between the plurality of
messaging clients comprising:

establishing a first communication connection for a first messaging client within a
multiple user messaging session of the message server;

transferring a plurality of client data for the first communication connection from the

10 first messaging client to a second messaging client; '
sending a data transfer message to the message server wherein the data transfer
message includes a session reservation for the second messaging client; and
establishing a second communication connection for the second messaging client
within the multiple user messaging session of the message server using the plurality of client
data.

iE1
=

53. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as

i
o

recited in claim 52 wherein the first messaging client has a first client identifier, wherein the

multiple user messaging session has a session identifier, wherein the second messaging

1 )

20 client has a second client identifier, wherein the plurality of client data includes the session
identifier, and further wherein the data transfer message includes the session identifier, the

first client identifier, and the second client identifier.

54. A method for providing continuity between a plurality of messaging clients as
25  recited in claim 53, wherein the multiple user messaging session includes at least one other
messaging client, the method further comprising:

sending a notification of data transfer to the at least one other messaging client.
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55. A plurality of messaging clients within a messaging communication system for
providing continuity between the plurality of messaging clients comprising:
a first messaging client, for establishing a first communication connection including

a plurality of client data; and

a second messaging client for receiving the plurality of client data from the first
messaging client and for establishing a second communication connection including the

plurality of client data.

56. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 55 wherein the first
messaging client operates within a first messaging device and the second messaging client

operates within a second messaging device.

57. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 56 wherein the first

messaging device includes:
a memory coupled to the first messaging client for storing the plurality of client
data, wherein the first messaging client accesses the plurality of client data from the

memory, and further wherein the first messaging client transfers the plurality of client data

to the second messaging device.

58. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 56 wherein the first

messaging device includes:
a memory coupled to the first messaging client for storing the plurality of client data,
wherein the first messaging client accesses the plurality of client data from the memory, and
a data transfer application coupled to the first messaging client for transferring the

plurality of client data to the second messaging device.

59. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 56 wherein the second

messaging device includes:
a memory coupled to the second messaging client, wherein the second messaging

client receives the plurality of client data and stores the plurality of client data in the

memory.
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60. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 56 wherein the second
messaging device includes:

a data transfer application coupled to the second messaging client for receiving the
plurality of client data, wherein the second messaging client processes the received plurality
of client data, and

a memory coupled to the second messaging client for storing the plurality of client

data.

61. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 56 wherein the first

messaging device is a fixed device and further wherein the second device is a mobile device.

62. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 56 wherein the first
messaging device includes a first memory interconnect for connecting the first messaging
device to a memory storage device, wherein the second messaging device includes a second
memory interconnect for connecting the second messaging device to the memory storage
device, wherein the first messaging device stores the plurality of client data on the memory
storage device, and further wherein the second messaging device receives the plurality of

client data from the memory storage device connecting to the second memory interconnect.

63. A plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 62 wherein the first

messaging client and the second messaging client operate within a messaging device.
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64. A messaging communication system for providing continuity between a
plurality of messaging clients comprising:
the plurality of messaging clients including:
5 a first messaging client,
a second messaging client, and
at least one other messaging client;
a message server for managing the communication of a plurality of session messages
among the plurality of messaging clients, wherein the message server is programmed to:
10 establish a first communication connection for the first messaging client,
establish at least one messaging session having a session identifier between the
first messaging client and the at least one other messaging client,
transfer a plurality of client data for the first communication connection
including the session identifier from the first messaging client to the second messaging
client,
establish a second communication connection including the plurality of client
data for the second messaging client, and
transfer the at least one messaging session from the first messaging client to the

second messaging client using the session identifier.

65. A messaging communication system for providing continuity between a
plurality of messaging clients as recited in claim 64 wherein the message server includes a
server memory, wherein the first messaging client stores the plurality of client data in the
server memory, and further wherein the second messaging client retricves the plurality of
25  client data from the server memory for use in the operation of the second communication

connection.

66. A messaging communication system as recited in claim 64 wherein the first
messaging client operates within a first messaging device and the second messaging client

30  operates within a second messaging device.

67. A messaging communication system as recited in claim 64 wherein the first

messaging client and the second messaging client operate within a messaging device.
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68. A messaging communication system as recited in claim 64 wherein the
messaging communication system comprises a first messaging system and a second
messaging system, wherein the first messaging client functions within the first messaging
system, and further wherein the second messaging client functions within the second

messaging system.

69. A messaging communication system as recited in claim 68 wherein the first
messaging system comprises a wired messaging system and further wherein the second

messaging system comprises a wireless messaging system.

70. A messaging communication system as recited in claim 68 wherein the first
messaging system comprises a wireless messaging system and further wherein the second

messaging system comprises a wired messaging system.
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71. A messaging communication system for providing continuity between a
plurality of messaging clients comprising:
the plurality of messaging clients including:
a first messaging client for establishing a first communication connection
including a plurality of client data, and
a second messaging client for establishing a second communication connection
including the plurality of client data; and
a server memory coupled to the plurality of messaging clients, wherein the first
messaging client stores the plurality of client data in the server memory, and further wherein
the second messaging client retrieves the plurality of client data from the server memory for

use in the operation of the second communication connection.

72. A messaging communication system as recited in claim 71 wherein the server

memory is contained within a message server of the messaging communication system.
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SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING CONTINUITY BETWEEN MESSAGING CLIENTS
AND METHOD THEREFOR

Abstract of the Disclosure

A messaging communication system (10) includes a plurality of messaging clients
(12). A first messaging client (14) establishes a first communication connection (16)
operating using a plurality of client data (25). The first messaging client (14) transfers the
plurality of client data (25) to a second messaging client (20). The second messaging client
(20) establishes a second communication connection (22) operating using the plurality of

client data (25).
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PLURALITY OF CLIENT DATA

ACCOUNT IDENTIFIER

SERVER IDENTIFIER

AUTHENTICATION KEY

PLURALITY OF CONTACT DATA

FIRST ACCOUNT INFORMATION

FIRST ACCOUNT IDENTIFIER

FIRST ACCOUNT CONTACT INFORMATION

SECOND ACCOUNT INFORMATION

SECOND ACCOUNT IDENTIFIER

SECOND ACCOUNT CONTACT INFORMATION

N ACCOUNT INFORMATION

38

N ACCOUNT IDENTIFIER

39

Nth ACCOUNT CONTACT INFORMATION

PLURALITY OF USER PREFERENCES

FILTERS

ALERTS

FONTS

PLURALITY OF SESSION DATA

F1G.2
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