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Player Feature Comparison

See the feature-by-feature compar:son below to learn how Windows Media Player B Series stacks up

againgt the competition In six major usage scanarios:
1. Dinital Media Playhack
2. Mysic Services

3. Medin Library, Creation and Qrganization

4

5

6

. Audio Video Quality and Flexibility
. Easy Disgovery pnd Dowiload
. Custommization and Extensbiliey

Digita! Media Playback

Windows iTunes 4 MusicMatch RealOne  QuickTime
Media (Mac & 8.1 Basle Player LX)
Player 9 Windows) 2.0
Serigs

Enhanced media . g
information for WMA v v v
and MP3 content
Queue-kt-Up v v v
Quick Access Panel v
provides fast access to
media
Dacked mini-player in vy
taskbar
Access media library <
within mini-player
Watch videos in v
minl-player
Full-sereen audlo v
controls
Autematically resizes
to the best size far v v v
video playback
Instant-on/falways-on o Instant-on v
streaming capabilities only
One-click avtomatic ,/ No video Mo MBR
streaming of multipie or
languages and video fanguage
resalutions MBR
Variable Speed v,
Playback
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Audio Crossfading

Auto Voiume teveling

Quiet Mode (dynamic
range compression)

Taxt captioning in
full-screen mode

Supports Windows XP
fast user switching

A Back to the top

Music Services

Premium
Services-access
multiple
third-party
services within
player

Music services
built on digital
media platform

Create playtists
with songs from
multiple music
services

Burn CDs with
playlists of songs
fram multiple
music services

Trensfer playlists
of songs from
muitiple music
services to
davices

Number of
devices that werk
with musie
services

A Back to the top

http:/fwww.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/press/compfeatures.aspx

Windows
Madia Player 9
Series

v

BuyMusic.com,
MusiciNow,
MusieMateh,
Napster, 0D2,
Qthers

v

>40 {via WMA)

v v
v v
iTunes 4 MusicMatch
{Mac & 8.1 Basic
Windows)
Appie music musfcMatch
store only only
Apple music N/A
store anly
v
o
o
iPad only >4 (via
WHMA)

Madla Library Craation and Organization

000178

RealOne QuickFime
Player 6.4
2.0

RealCne
services
only

ReatOne N/A
services

anly

(viz
WMA)

{via
WMA)

o N/A
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Integrated muslc library to
manage music=-from COs
or multiple music services

Intelligent media
management-automatically
knows when medla files are
moved

Easily scan network drives
far muslc

Auto Ratings and Personat
Ratings

Dynamic playlists
automatically include new
music

AutoComplete remembers
and autofills text such as
artist narnes or addresses

Copy CDs o a PC with CO
quslity at half the bit rate
of MP3 and play back in

400+ devices and players

Copy CDs using lossless
compression (WMA
Lossless}

Transter media to Pocket
PCs and Smartphones

Per-usar media lbrarles

Media bbrary includes
custom views of maore than
35 types of media
infermation

Autornatically look up
missing tag information in
MP3 and WMA files

Playlist Editor
Advanced Tag Edror-view

and edit more than 35
fields

Syncronized lyrics support

Edit hoth 1D (MP3} and
WHMA file tags

Windows
Madia
Player 9
Series

v

000179

http:/rwww.microsoft.comn/windows/windowsimedia/press/compfealures. aspx

ffumes 4  MusicMatch  Realtine QuickTime
(Mac & 8.1 Basic Player 6.9
Windows) 1.0 i
|
'/I ;
v Pariodic Perlodic
Rescan Rescan
Must drag Must drag Must
and drop and drop drag and
drop
v
{not auto
ratings)
v Must Must
recreate manually
playlists to add
refresh
v
Must add Must add
WMA plug-in WMA
plug-in
v v
v
[V v v
ID3 only v v
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Piuggable MP3 encoder

model

Burn MP3 music files to CO

4 Back to the tap

v

v

Audio Video Quality and Flexibility

WMA 9 suppart

WHMA Pro
support {24~bit
1 96 kHz}

5.1 channal
digital discrete
surround saund
playback

Lossiess
compression

20-bit HDCD
playback

Plays low
bit-rate codec
optimized for
both voice and
music

May back
high-gefinitien
7205 video

Play back
high-definitler:
1080: / 1080p
vigeo

Play back
high-definition
1080i / 1080p
video

Video
Smoothing for
smoother low
oitrate video
playback

Windows

Media
Player 9
Series

v

<

(WMA 9
Fro)

v

(WA 9
Lossless)

,/

«
(WMa &
Voice)
v
(wMv 3)

v
WMy )

ra
o

WMy 9}

v 4

iTunes 4
{(Mac &
Windows)

Vaice snly

MusicMatch
8.1 Basic

Must add
WMA plug-n
to encode in

WMA ¢

RaalOna Player
2.0

Premium
feature~-requires
Windows Media
Player

Prarnium
feature-requirés
Windows Media
Player

Premium
feature-requires
Windows Media
Player

Voice enly

Premfum
feature-requires
Windaws Media
Piayer

Premium
feature-requires
Windows Media
Player

Prermium
feature-requires
windows Media
Piayer

Lmitad®

MS-PCAIAEC 038344

600180

http:/Avww. mictosoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/press/comp features.aspx

QuickTime

G4
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Screen capture
playback

*Basic "motion vector” technology provides smoothing, but gives poor resuls for many content
types, e.g., scrolling text.

A Back 1o the top

Easy Discovery and Download

Built in Media
Gude

Radig tuner-access
to thousands of
stations worldwide

Full-speed CD
burning and
transfer

Bumn music and
viden content on a
single CD-R

Autio CD burning
with volume
leveling

Device transfer
with transcoding of
high-tut-rate PC
content to lower
rates

A Back to tha top

Windows
Media {Mac &

Piayer 9
Serles

iTunes 4

Windows)

Customization and Extanzibility

Privacy and
security
controls-one place
to go for a robust
set of security and
privacy settings

Color
chopser-customize
the color of the
player

Windows Media
Player 8 Series

v

Tungs 4
(Mac B
Windows)

MusicMatch
8.1 Basic

v

Fee only

Plus feature
only

v

MusicMatch
8.1 Basic

RealOne

Player
2.0

~

RealOne
Player
2.0

MS-PCAIAEC 038345
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QuickTime

QulekTimea

6.4
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Sking with

custornizable
functions and
HTML hosting

Content providers
can gustomize the
Now Playing
window Lo deliver
thelr own user
experience

Number of built-in
visualizations

Robust plug-in
architecture

More than 100
plug-ins available

Embedded player
controf with fast
streaming

slumber of
supparted
languages

A Back ta the top

Dozens

o

{WMPlugins.com}

~

Manaqge Your Profile | Support | Newsletter | Newsgroups
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