Date: Thu Sep 1% 17:41:04 1991

T think we all understand the importance of these
inters, but like all other new features, we just
wve to say no and get on with shipping this product.

1 assuma thatﬂlexistin?dxive.rswﬂ.lmppart
these printers, just wom't use ression, so
it's not like they won't work at R

Let's focus on bug fixes and wrapping up what
we've already signed up to do, t.ﬁgse would be
great drivers for the SDL. |
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Fran jefflo Thu Sep 15 18:59:10 1991

brentk dosdev vanguard

ect: DR DOS Testing (9/19): Metworks

Date: Thu Sep 19 18:38:13 PDT 1991

IM 2,0c Basic:

ARARARARETRRER

a
h)connactodtomserwr-updatcdtoz.wohy
[+

) to connect to network. nﬂi;.llsessions. Net use still reveals

d) setup conflg for UMB's

&) ran Win 3.0 netwark setﬁ—
1) received sever mingsabmtthetypeofﬁm

myw&rstﬂti i le.

2) received 2 about the emm386 that was installed
3) did not a.l.‘l.awwiggms to replace DR-DOS emmiB6.
4) receivadua:ningt\mtwindanwﬂlonlyminreumde
5) windows 3.0 setup fine after above...

£} ran win /3 to ensure eth mode ~ started fine
g) ran 3 dos va's background — ran nctll tests {dos util, netbios)

1) dos utilities passed except atirib petwork file +r, you can
still delets it! attrib local file +r, you cannot
delete it.

2} netbios test ran.

h) changed config.sys to load network device drivers into WB's
and repeated same of the same tests above — okay

i) ocould not load netwark redirectory (redir.exe into UMB's). Hiload
mttﬁif_cit statement also would not load redir.exe into UMB. A1
o device drivers loaded.

ran VIERMBX in window's dos vm. .. .received system integ error &
bung machine - not repo after rebocting.

k) Taskman - cntrli<task mmber> doesn't seem to work...but cotrl+ESC

4
4
¥

b}

IM 2.0 Enhanced

HEREWA RN AA Sy

a) jnstalled fine
b) running astemated tests overnight....Windows DOS VM.

notes:
AEFEENERAAANRARTN
a) configuring IMB's seems much more difficult.
b) DOS 5.0 reparted 127k contiguous UMB space on wy test machine while
DR-DOS 6.0 only gave me apprcor 90k imb with many of the E0Q0
frame excluded oat. Could not get that space for UMB's while ME 5065295
DOS 5.0 used this area. : CONFIDENTIAL
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c) don't like Viewtiax.
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From jaIa Thu Sep 19 19:10:16 1981

TO: e

Cc: brentk dosdev jaya jefflo vanguard

Subject: DR oomments
Date: Thu Sep 19 19:06:47 PDT 1991

Same possible additions for MS-DOS:

DR [0S § supports multiple filenames, wildcards, file lists, and a /p
switch for most of their disk utilities, For example, DR supports TYPE

- TXT /p.

Problems

[ oild not get SSTOR to compress my C: drive. I kept getting the
message "Disk structure errors encountered. Ruh CHKDSK to correct.
Both MS and DR CHXDSK revealed no problems and 1 tried compressing the

disk (slow!), all to no avail.

Scpe ANNOYANoes:

tmmgogtmrmesdlwhitespace&mywrwm.amuﬂ
OF1G. SYS files,

EDITOR cannot cut and paste betwen files.

DR DOS FOSMAT defaults to quick format on formatted disks if the fu
switch is pot specified. It is not that quick on fixed disks. DR DOS
FORMAT uses the largest capacity for a disk as the default. (For
example, you cannot quick format a 720K disk with FORMAT A:;. It must

be FORMAT A: /F:720).

If a mouse driver is not installed, ViewMAX still has the mouse cursor
at the center of the screen.

ViewMAX is not as friendly as DOSShell. You cannot select ranges of
files for copies (you have to select one-by—one}, and there are no
hot-keys for performing actions. (For example, you have to use the
menus to delete a file.)

TaskMAX requires SHARE to be installed. Once you have installed, it
there appears no way to remove it,

DR DOS's /p support for type and dir do not pay attention to the screen
gize. (DIR /ppggtex a MODE B0, 50 will still stop after 24 lines.)
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From chuckst Thu Sep 19 19:20:39 1591

To: tomle tonyka

Cc: brentk dosdev jefflo vanguard

Subject: Re: DR-DOS 6.0 Testing(9/19)

Date: Thu Sep 1% 19:13:30 1991

>From tonyka Thu Sep 19 19:01:11 1931

On memory management feature of DR IOS is that unoccupied VA is
availble for HILOAD, i.e. device drivers and TSRs are loaded first into
a%lahle HMA and then into WE. Therefore oo a 286 system, you can

H

This sounds pretty cool, but isn't easy to implement. Since the

offsets of ses in the HMA must be as great as their position
within the M, they either had to make TSRs ccnpletel{l
i put them at scwe sufficiently high

position i » or they
offset to fit high in the HMA, which means they may lack the
ability to load very far down in the low 64K.

T don't believe it is possible to make generic TSRs or Device
Drivers run fram ths mp':: because of the non-zero offset problem. MS 5065292
CONFIDENT
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To: lauriel thamaspa
Subject: RE: HIMEM.SYS Version mmber

Date: Thu, 19 Sep 91 11:01:16 PDT

»From ericar Thu Sep 19 10:45:25 1991

To: jerryp johnen johnhe mohans tamle-
Ce: 3ostonm joelinn johnpur leefi terrib
Subject: RE: HIMEM.S5YS Version number
Date: Thu Sep 19 10:23:28 PDT 1991

Yes, this is true, but today's build will be 2.79.
-EricAr B

YFrom mohans Thu Sep 19 10:21:22 1991

To: ericar jen:{p johnen johnhe tcmie
[«+]] dosforum ericar joelinn johnpur leefi terrih
Subject: RE: HIMEM,SYS Version mmber

Date: Thu Sep 19 10:11:47 POT 1991

Himem in TOOLSVR\BETA\DOSSBETA reports version mmber as 2.77
in both the Banner & XMS version call.

YFram ericar Thu Sep 19 10:01:45 1991

To: &e:xyp johnen johnhe mchans tamle

Ce: forum ericar joelinn johnpur leefi mohans terrib
Subject: HIMEM.SYS Version mumber

Date: Thu Sep 19 09:59:18 PDT 1991

You are planning on shipping our MS-DOS_5.00 HIMEM.SYS v2.77

We are going to be shipping HIMEM.SYS v2.78 with our 5.00b

Does your setup program look at the installed HIMEM.SYS and

not install your HIMEM.SYS if it is not as high a version number
as the currently installed one?

If you do not for this, you should be shipping cur new
HD¥M.5Y5 v2.78

-EricAr
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From jenk Thu Sep 19 20:36:23 1951

To: e
Ce: brentk dosdev jefflo vangua.:d
Subject: DR-DOS 6.0 Testing(3/19)
Late: Thu, 19 Sep 51 20:35:22 PIT

{dosdev & vanguard — sorry about the strange mail earlier, Was
makingnotestonyselfaﬁhitsinsteado Ret in ma:l.)

1) Please include All bugs in DR-DOS that are not in MS-DOS.
= Mouse cursor in ViewMax even when there's no mouse driver.

- In ViewMax, create a dirvectory with subdirectories. Highlight

, choose File Delete, Confirms that you want to delete the
directory & all its children. Disk whirrs. Receive "Canpot find the
folder or file you are trying to open. Ifmr:u entered the name
please check that it is correct" error, ? GSeenms like it's trying
to re—open the just—deleted directory.

— Could not install Windows 3.0 to a campressed drive with EMM3B6.5YS
installed. Either hangs, "EMM386 Exror / Press a key to reboot®, or
reboot (died 6 out of 6 times) when spawning real-mode Windows.
Windows 3.0a installs ckay though. ...

- Trying to repro the sbove on a different machine, I found that
their EMMIB6.SYS would hang on loading on ene of the PS/2s in the
lab. EMM3B6. ENE works fine — I set EMMIB6.5YS5 to load as clese
to BAB86 EXE as I could (/F=DO00 /K=224) and it still hung.

MS 5065297
CONFIDENTIAL
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2) Anything you did not like about DR-DOS.

- Two of their biz—dea.l features are incompatible: guaranteed
. undeletes and disk compression. DELMKTCH can't be installed on a

oonpressed drive,

-~ Install/Setup program is designed for ienced users, Should
refer to proper place in the manual for info on choices.

- Task swapper returns write-protect errars on sector writes when
background tasks exist, This prevents using DiskBdit, Directory
Sort, SpeedDisk, etc. Thers is a way for am to determine their
swapper is active — DISKOPT & SSTOR detect t background apps

exist.
- Task Swapper requires SHARE,

- DR's info says swapper takes up no memory, Seems like 23K + SHARE
to me.

- DIR sucks - it's back to using ATTRIB for searching the disk.

— DISKOPT is slowwwiw. ...

- ?onswrsion 3.31. How is an ISV supposed to determine whether
they're using DR-DOS 5 or 67

—~ SETUP changes wser—specified ions WITHOUT notifying the user.
For example, I specified not to oad SEARE but to load the swa .
SETUP loaded SHARE because the swapper requires it - without t 1::3
m.NmifymmeUsc,ymspecuiedmmbeloaded,
there's its banner during boot-up, what are you going to think?

- EDITOR's “"quickhelp* at the top of the screen should be default.
Doesn't have search & replace (much less edlin's l-ocmnand control at
it). Doesn't have edit's tab/oolor comtyol. No non-full-screen
alternative - mist memarize info on screen or write it down, then run

editor to add it to file.

- T yank ViewMdaX below DOS 4.0 Shell, 0S/2 1.21 fileman, Win 3.0
fileman, Win 3.1 fileman, and DOS 5 Shell in ease of use.

3} Anything you like about DR-DOS that we should add to future MS-DOS
versions.
~ Task swa that works from the command lipe without having to run

a graphi shell. Just pops up in the corner and asks me what task
I want to get to. Yeah. Don't like the screen flash when it loads

though.
- SETUP is an interesting CONCEPT: memrdriven CONFIG.SYS/AUTOEXEC. BAT
processing. DOSBOOK is another good concept, haven't used it much.

— Conditional CONFIG.SYS prucessing, but should have a "time-out®
feature as

I was able to :

~ Insta)l windows on an uncompressed drive (and I told SETUP
*Maximimm DOS functionality" teo).
- Compress the drive

-I and use WinWord on compressed drive
- Install and use 3,0 on compressed drive (without
enniBé loaded)

~ Install windows 3.0a on a canpressed drive.

- lse Nortea's 5.0 NDD, DiskEdit, SpeedDisk, Directory Sort,
Unerase on compressed or non-compressed drives.

- xe Diglégpt on compressed and uncompressed drives formatted
with DR .

— DELWATCH seems to work. After accidently deleting the windows tree

(100+files}) on the DELWATCHed drive, Undelete undeleted it all and

wWindows still works. -1}
MSs 50652 L
CONFIDENTIB
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Fras johnen Thu Sep 19 22:24:40 1591

Cc:jbrads:i. toml
Date: Thu Sep 19 22:24:03 1991

I'va not heard back fram you guys regarding havin?

nstl perform a eumlett:i testhzf g st

wan Tooeed Wi 5, tem is to
e handle all

IIIIHIlllllﬂ"g;llﬂl"lHHIHHNHIHII#HIIIIH! 57

bradsi ™
a:bject Re: don't look back scmeone might be gaining on you...

Date: Thu Sep 19 22:4%:10 1951
Is this a rhetorical question?
)m bradsi Wed Sep 18 19:23:07 1951

paulma
Subject Ra: don't look back sameone might be gain. on
Date: Wed Sep 18 19:22:54 1991 ot goining ¥ou

How old ara you?
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Fran honkeatc Thu Sep 19 23:3%:01 1
To:

tonle

Ceo: brentkdesdev honkeatc jefflo vangquard
Subject: RE: DR DOS 6
Date: Thu Sep 19 23:37:29 PDT 1951
1) Pi.ease includeAllthgs i:dm-bgsﬂmtﬁdngntinmm One

Everywhere I installed DR~ 't work anymore.
'l‘hut,Idomteonsiderﬂmtmdn v except that I could not
find any reference to remedy the situation anyuhere in the docs.

Angther Sevl. Installed DR-DOS on a 32IM HD configured as 1
partition. Rebooted fine. Replaced VGA display card and monitor
with Reboot Reboot .

Hercules Monochrome. and yan BIDS setup.

ise, "Missing or bad Command lmmm'. Used boot and
1 at hardisk. No COMMAND.COM in sight ed Oommand
over and works fine. If they can do that to cne of their files,
guess what they can do to mine? After ing with Hercules and

sure everything is dandy, re—installed the VGA and ran
BIOS setup. Reboot and the sounﬂaaﬁstsloadmg This
is one 05 you should make 3 coples of the startup disks. You seem to

need them quite often.

Sav}, Installation and setup did not detect the Heraules dicplay system
onamchine,resultinginablankscreenfm’nmx To be £ aL:
MS-DOS 5.0 Golden did mot do it right either on this machine. Will find
ancther machine in the morning. -

2} Anyth you did not like about DR-DOS.

I hate camplicated High/AMB stuff. Getting it to have 627K
free as advertised was rv.lat:l.vely easy: just pick the "Most
memory/least functicnali switch at install. But who can get any
real work dope with 8 buffers and 10 files? Fine tuning means
understanding HIDOS, SYS versus BM386, 5YS which is more camplicated.

I **HATE*e their DIR ccmmand. Never before have I had to look into

thennxgsn;;l/%w tg‘\get DIR to do what Iswanﬁtil ﬁ STILL mxixon.mf Give MS 5065299
e or ime as in HSDO or
this #zit* is the 2 column display. It provides i ;edaﬁlance CONFIDBNTIAL
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as our /w gives too little info and the reqular DIR uses displa
real-estate too inefficiently. splay

I don't like it cluttering my reot directory by placing scme device
drivers in the root.

3) Anything you like about DR-DOS that we should add to future MS-DOS

versions. Hhrrummph, here goes:-

—IF DIREXIST exists.

—redirection *WORKS* using the FOR_IN DO loop. I love this.

-GOSUB_RETURN with SWITCH in Batch files., Neater orguﬁzal:ion possible.

—CHAIN for chaining CONFIG.S5YS processing. This is indeed a good idea

for ROMDOS. Plus the conditional processing and timeout featuye in

QONFIG. S5YS, this is trui{ the way to go.

=DOSBOOK help has “hyper. " type interface. Nice,

—The ability to place .INI files in a separate INIT directory (as
ified during Installation). This is in line with the TOOLs

zei_‘l:o instead of having DOSSHELI~ and the likes in the

environment.

~TREX shows the mmber of files and the size of the directory. This

cammand may be used for similiar purposes as our DIR/B. I think they

placed this functionality in TREE instead of DIR to reduce Kernel

§ize. Also allows future functionality to grow without tec mich of

the size constraint, Our TREE command is faeble in contrast though

there may be mare thatthcycmldn;nvedambut ot

MOVE o,
-Bditor is 21X and does just about all I need a system editor to do,
I don't need drop down memus {especially those sparse on hot k
like Blit) and I don't need mouse support if it adds on tco mu
weight. Could do with Search/Replace and RegEx.

“The installation process was not patronising. It gave the hard stuff
if you choose but one can also select the "IAmStupid® alterpative of
letting it select the defaults. I think they executed this badly though.
—Satug to customize after installatjon process. This is nice as

I don't want have to remember that device AAA has to be loaded
before BEB and OCC. Can't always cure this by having config

processing scan for AAM first before BBB, ete. so this is definitely
hice as we can expect more camplex configuration files (just look at
windows' .INI for a peek into the future} in the future.

4) al comments,
I Mwemmmmmsamcmm (HP and zEOS), one 386
VGA and one Herc with not much problems other than stated above,

I like two key ideas from DR-DOS 6:

a) The av ity of an autematon (SETUP) to manipulate the config.sys
and autoexec.bat.

b) The user's capability to write script programs (both for startup and
ctherwise) that fit a more “contemporary" style with more up to date
dusmectim' The additions are modest bt I think in the right

FKeat

Ms 5065300
CONFIDENTIAL
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