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Comment (justification for change) by MB: The current name of DIS 29500, Office Open XML is 
seriously misleading in several respects. First, it is not a document format based on XML but rather an 
XML representation of a legacy document format with particular processing semantics. Second, 
reference should not be made to commercial products and clearly “Office” in the title of this proposal is 
meant as a reference to Microsoft Office. Lastly, the proposal is no more or less open than any other 
ISO proposal and so “Open” is meaningless in this context. 

Proposed change by MB: It is suggested that a new name be chosen for the proposal that reflects its 
goal of representing and continuing a legacy document format as represented in XML. Such a name 
should not carry an implied reference to a Microsoft product nor should it use the term “open.” One 
possible name would be: Legacy Document Formats Represented in XML. The principles developed 
from this effort might well prove effective for other legacy document formats that should be 
represented in XML. 

The argument:

Since DIS 29500 is actually a representation of a legacy binary format in XML syntax, it is only fitting 
that the title to it reflect that purpose. It puts users clearly on notice that they are adopting a legacy 
document format, with all of the advantages and disadvantages of the same. 

Further, it is well established that ISO standard titles should not be used to promote the products of any 
particular vendor. The use of “Office” in this proposal can have no other purpose and as such, should 
be excluded from any alternative name.

The use of “Open” is deeply problematic as every ISO standard is as “open” as any other ISO standard. 
It is a marketing buzz word and does not belong in the title of a proposal that may become an ISO 
standard. 

An alternative name, one that accurately reflects the purpose of the standard, would reflect the rules 
that are applied to all other ISO standards. 

NOTICE: This document may be reproduced or distributed if and only if it is distributed in its entirety, 
including this notice. It represents the current opinion of the author and does not represent the opinion 
of any other person or organization. 2007-05-23  


